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§Gein the senate yesterday, the biil to prevent the 
jssuing and circulation of the notes of the late Bank 
of the United States was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading: Ayes 27, nays 14. 

BANKS, CURRENCY, &c. It will be seen from our 
notice of the proceedings of the late bank conven- 
tion, inserted in a subsequent page, that that body 
adjourned, sine die, on Monday last, after recom- 
mending to all the banks of the several states to re- 
sume specie payments on the first Monday of Jan- 
uary 2:xt, without precluding an earlier resuinption 
on the part of such banks as may find it necessary, 
or deen it proper. The recommendation was 
adopted by the following vote: 


Yeas. Nuys. Absent. 


Maine, New York, New Hampshire, 
Ver.nont, Mississippi. Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Connecticut, Goorgia, 

New Jersey, Ohio, 
Delaware, Kentucky, 
District of Columbia, Tennessee, 
Virginia, Alabama, 
North Carolina, Michigan. 
Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri. 


Tne committee was composed of one hundred 
and forty-three delegates, from eighteen different 
states, viz: 


Maine, 1 Pennsylvania, 2 
Verinont, § Maryland, 6 
N. Ha.npshire, 1 Dis. of Columbia, 2 
Massachusetts, 24 Virginia, 4 
Rhode Island, 9 North Carolina, 1} 
Connecticut, 24 Indiana, 1| 
New York, 4 Mississippi, 2 
New Jersey, 14 Illinois, 2 
Delaware, 3 Missouri, 1 


We have before us a nu:nber of comments upon 
the proceedings. The Philadelphia U.S. Gazette, 
in alluding to the negative votes given by New 
York and Mississippi, says— | 


in a measure closed New York against them as a 
market, the opposite policy of Philadelphia and 
Baltimore had opened those cities as markets for 
their manufactures.” 


transmitted a special message to both houses of the 
legislature, recommending that the commissioners of 
the canal fund be authorized to issue the state stock, 
required for the completion of the public works, 
and loan it to the banks, if the emergency shal! arise 
demanding its use, in aid of a resumption of specie 


Moseley,) and in the house, to a committee of one 
from each senate district, consisting of Messrs. 
Birdseye, Ruggles, Floyd, J. Miller, Mann, Wardwell, 


state of New York in congress, be requested to ex- 
ert every effort to procure the passage of a law or 





The banks of the foriner are coinpelled, by le- 


gislative enactnent,toresuine in May. The latter, | 


Mississippi, was most anxious to have the resuinp- 


tion deferred to July, 1839, when the proceeds of | such as U.S. Bank notes, floating bank checks, &c. 
lat 16 a 18 percent. pre.; Virginia money 14a16 do.; 
_ “Considering the peculiar outery recently made | N. & S. Carolina and Georgia 6 to 8 do.; Ky. 14a 
im Virginia, undoubtedly many will be surprised to! 15 do.; specie 17a18 do.; gold 18a19 do.; N. O. 
perceive that the banks of that state went for the’ 
most distant date ot resumption, viz. January; and | 


another crop would ‘be realized. 


the Boston banks, carrying with them the votes of 
Massachusetts, Maine, and Connecticut, were on 
the same side, notwithstanding the comforting con- 
clusions to which the New Yorkers had come re- 
lative to their eastern brethren. 

“The banks of New York, it will be perceived, 
Were the only ones that desired the early resump- 
tion, and they desire it because, by the laws of that 
State, they were compelled to resume in May. The 
bank convention, then, has sustained Mr. Biddle’s 
letter, and thus averted from itself the ridicule which 
would have followed its adoption of the N. York plan.” 

The New York Co:nmercial says—‘It is under- 
stood that the New England delegations avowed 
themselves ready to resuine with New York, provi- 
ded they could be satisfied that it was best to do so, 
irrespective of the situation of the banks of the 
South and west. But of this fact they were not 
Satisfied—their opinion being that the business re- 
lations of the whole country ought first to be so far 
adjusted, as to enable the banks of the union to re- 
sume simultaneously. The Connecticut delegates 
from the first avowed their readiness to resume 
with New York, provided the banks of the latter 
would assure them that their depositors were to be 
ter in specie. The funds of the Connecticut 

anks being mostly in New York on deposite, they 
Shoulc of course look to the New York banks for 

he means of sustaining their own resumption.” 

“St is not to be denied, however, that the eastern 

elegates were disposed, rather to favor the views 
of the Philadelphia and Baltimore banks, than those 


of New York. Ina free conversation with several 
of those delegates, they frankly avowed that their 


interests and sympathies were with Philadelphia 

and Balticnore, for the reason that while the course 

of the New York banks, during the year past, had 
Vou. LIV.—Sia. 8. 








On Thursday, the 12th instant, governor Marcy 


payments. 
In the senate, the message was referred to the 
committee on banks, (Messrs. Powers, Wager, and 


G. W. Patterson, and Hurd. On Tuesday last the 
cominittee of the house made a report adverse to the 
recommendation of the governor, and concluding 
with the following joint resolutions: 

Ist. That the senators and representatives of the 


resolution, directing the officers of the general go- 
vernment to receive the bills of specie-paying banks. 
2d. That the governor convene the legislature at 
any time on or before the 16th of May next, when- 
ever he shall have occasion to believe the banks will 
be obstructed or embarrassed in the resumption or 
inaintenance of specie payments, whether by the 
united action of the general government, or that of 
the Bank of the U:ited States, or any other cause. 
3d. Taat the legislature have entire confidence in 
the ability of the banks to continue the resumption. 
4th. But if it shall be found otherwise, pledges 
the legislature to come to the rescue of the banks of 
this state, with the most ample measures and means to 
the full extent of the resources and credit of the state. 
iG-The message shall have a place in the next 
“REGISTER. ”’ 

A slip from the Nashville Whig under: date of| 
6th instant, states that the Planters’ Bank of Ten- 
nessee had refused to receive Alabama bank. paper | 
except in payment of debts due it, and it is inferred | 
that the Union bank would adopt the same course. | 
The saine slip says— | 

The brokers are buying eastern funds to-day— 





funds 10a12 do. 
The rates of Mississippi money have not varied | 


since last report—river banks 12 1-2 to 15 dis., in- | 
terior to 20 do. 
We again caution our country friends against the | 
notes of the Brandon Bank. A letter from N. O.| 
dated on Sunday says, they are selling there at 30) 
er cent. dise., and the situation of the bank is be- 


ieved to be critical. 





‘ 





From Froripa. The account of the capture of 
the Indians encamped near fort Jupiter is confirmed. 
A letter from that post, dated the 23d ult. which we 
find in a St. Angustine paper of the 7th instant, 
contains the following notice of that event: 

“The grab gaine has been played. On the morn- 
ing of the 2tst, about two o’clock, we moved, part 
crossing the creek, the balance heading it. Having 
formed ourselves according to previous arrange- 
ments, we waited the approach of day, and then the 
signal was given to advance, when the whole force 
moved up simultaneously, and, before they had time 
to look around, the Indians were completely sur- 
rounded. The whole number, men, women, and 
children, is 512; 146 rifles, 148 wrrriors. No news 
about future movements—many cunjectures.” 

St. Augustine, April7. Three hundred of the cap- 
tured Indians have been shipped to Key Biscayne, 
and the remainder have gone over land to Tampa. 
More recent arrivals inform us that col. Bankhead 
had come up with Sam Jones, about 45 miles south- 
west of fort Jupiter, whom he attacked in front and 
endeavored to surround; but, after a skirmish of a few 





10:h, Elijah F. Purdy, 





ininutes, the Indians fled They are now on an island 
in the Okee-chobe, from which it is said they cannot 
escape. ‘ 
truce was sent to them, but the Indians fired upon it. 

The following is an extract of an order issued by 


Previous to the attack, it is stated a flag of 





ORDERS No. 77. 
Head quarters, army of the south, 
Fort Jumter, Florida, March 23, 18338. 
Par. 1. The major-general commanding returns his 


thanks to colonel T'wiggs and the officers and soldiers 
of his command, for the admirable manner in which 
they performed the duty assigned to them this morning. 
Colonel Twigg’s plan for surrounding and securing the 
Seminoles was most judicious, and such was the pru- 
dence and judgment with which it was executed, that 
more than five hundred Indians, and among them 
about a hundred and fifty warriors, were taken and 


brought into camp, without the loss of a single drop of 
blood on either side. 


By order of major-general Jesup: 


J. A. CHAMBERS, 
A. D. C. and A. A. Gen. 


New York. The following official returns of the 





late election for mayor, &c. in New York are from 
the «Courier and Enguirer:” 


Wards. Clark. Varian, Riker. Scat’g. Whole No. polled 








1 1189 448 21 2 1660 
2 882. 324 19 2 1227 
3 1176 561 37 1774 
4 1185 =.:105 2 17 2 2256 
5 1399 1143 42 2534 
6 93 ws . & 2022 
7 1773. =—s-:1734 28 3585 
8 2037 =: 1987 61 3 4090 
9 1452 =-:1839 25 3 3319 
10 1292 1682 15 3 2992 
ll 621 1346 1 2 1970 
12 301 563 9 873 
13 1103 1347 8 6 2469 
14 1212 1253 16 2 2433 
15 1206 610 30 3 1849 
16 848 956 14 1 1819 
17 1130 =. 1227 18 2375 
19,723 19,200: 395 29 33,347 

Clark’s majority over Varian, 523 

Do do over all, 99 

The members elect of the common council are as 

follows: 
Wards. Aldermen. Assistants. 


Ist, J. P. Phenix,* 
2d, Edward Taylor,* 
3d, Egbert Benson,* 
4th, William Hall,* 
Sth, Robert Smith,* 
6th, James Lynch,* C. Crolius, jr.,* 

7h, Samuel J. Wills, Thos Connor. 

8th, Charles De Forrest,* Joseph N. Barnes,* 
9th, Thos, G. Tallmadge, Freeman Campbelll, 
Thomas D. Howe, 


Calvin Baylis.* 
Caleb S. Woodhull,* 
Ellis Potter,* 
Samuel Sparks,* 
eAbel T. Anderson,* 


Iith, Nehem Waterbury, Monmouth B. Hart, 


12th, Abm. V. Williams, 

13th, James B. Cook, Corns. B. Timpson, 

4th, Jos. R. Taylor,* Jacob B. Bunting,* 

15th, ‘Thomas Lawrence,* David Graham, jr.,* 

16th, Wm. W. Hokey, Daniel F. Tiernan, 

l7th, Thos. Jeremiah, Orville J. Nash. 
Those marked (*) are whigs 


Nath. Jarvis, jr., 





Connecticut. The whig candidate for governor 
was elected by a majority of five thousand six hun- 
dred and eighty-seven votes. The following com- 
parative statement of the votes for governor in 1837 
and 1838, will be useful for reference: 





1837. 1838. 
, W. V. B. Con. 

Counties. Adm. Whig.| Ellsworth. Beers. Phelps. 
Hartford, 4396 439 5215 3991 699 
New Haven, 4040 3625 4499 3578 120 
F airfield, 3619 3249 4184 3268 97 
Litchfield, 3513 3410 3875 3389 73 
Middlesex, 3158 1410 1973 2014 28 
Tolland, 1561 1378 | 1560 1384 175 
Windham, 1972 1836 2402 1755 80 
New London,2512 2256 5367 2407 195 








23,805 21,508 | 27,082 21,395 1,475 


Total vote in 1837, - - - 45,313 
Total vote in 1837, : ‘ eh eae 49,952 
Administration majority in 1838,- = - 2,297 
Whig majority in 1838, Pat - 5,687 


United 


Tue Cueroxess. It is said, that general Scott is to 
be despatched tu the Cherokee country, and will re- 
pair there in a few days. To look down all opposition 
at once, and to prevent any repetition of such scenes 
as have occurred in Florida, it is also said that he will 
be authorized to call for a military force from Tennes- 
see, Georgia, Alabama, and North Carolina. About 
seven regiments, besides regular troops, may be called 
into service—and in the long run, it will be the sound- 


hig and Conservative majority, 7,162 











| general Jesup, in reference to this capture: 


est economy. [Ric Enquirer, 7th inst. 
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Pensions, &c. The following circular to pen- 
sion agents has been issued by the second comptroll- 
er, in conformity with the law of the 6th instant, 
therein referred to: 

CIRCULAR. 
Treasury depariment, 
Second comptroller’s office, April 12, 1838. 

Srr: I herewith transmit, for your information and 
guidance, a copy of “An act directing the transfer of 
money remaining unclaimed by certain pensionets, 
and authorising the payment of the same at the trea- 
sury of the United States,” passed the 6th instant. 

ereafter, you will make no payments where the 
pension claimed has remained due for the term _of 
eight months after the same became payable. The 
law above mentioned being peremptory, no pay- 
ments made in violation of it can be admitted to 
your credit. , 

In order that the accounting officers may be in 

ossession of such evidence as willafford a check 
against double payments, you will, immediately on 
receipt of this circular, and hereatter immediately on 
the expiration of eight months subsequent to each 
semi-annual payment, certify to this office a correct 
list, containing the name, rank, rate of pension, and 
amount due, of all the pensioners remaining unpaid 
on the roll of your agency, whose pensions have 
been due and payable for the term of eight months 
prior to the date of such certificate. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALBION K. Parris, 
Comptroller. 
An act directing the transfer of money remaining 
unclaimed by certain pensioners, and authorising 


the payment of the same at the treasury of the, 


United States. 

Be it enacted by"the senate and. house of representa- 
tives of the Uniled States of America in congress as- 
sembled, That all money which has been, or may 
hereafter be, transmitted to the agents for paying 
pensions, which may have reniuiond, or nay hereal- 
ter reinain, in the hands of said agents unclaimed by 
any pensioners for the term of eight months after the 
saine may have or become due and payable, shall be 
transferred to the treasury of the United States; and 
that all pensions unclaimed as aforesaid, shall be 
thereafter payable only at the treasury of the United 
States, and ont of any money not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That the 
transfer directed by the first section of this act shall 
be made by the draft of the commissioner of pensions 


upon the agents for paying pensions, and in favor of 


the treasurer of the United States; and that the form 


of said draft shall be prescribed by the secretary of 


war, 





Mr. CHEVALIER, a gentleman appointed by the 
French government to examine into our system of 
internal improvements, has the following obscrva- 
tions upon the currency in his excellent letters con- 
cerning this country. Coming from a source at once 
enlightened and disinterested, they merit considera- 
tion. 

‘Credit is the primary element of life in the Uni- 
ted States; they live on it. Without credit, those 
populous towns which arise on all sides of it as if by 
enchantment: those rich states which fringe the 
margin of the Atlantic, which stretch to the west of 
the Alleghany, and extend along the coast of the 
Ohio and Mississippi, would have been still savage 
forests and bottomless morasses. New York alone 
possesses twenty banks: the mean of its annual dis- 
counts is £ 25,000,000; whereas, at Paris, the total 
discounts of the banks were, in 1831 £ 9,000,000; in 
1832, only £6,000,000. At Philadelphia, in 1831, 
the discounts rose to £32,000,000. 

A general shake to credit, even for the shortest 
time, is here wore terrible than the most frightful 
earthquake. The banks have acted as a lever which 
has enabled the Americans to establish among them- 
selves, to their own great profit, the agriculture and 
industry of Europe, and which has covered their own 
territory with cities, canals, rail roads, manufacto- 
ries and fertile fields; in a word, every thing which 
constitutes civilization. Without banks, the culti- 
vator would have been destitute of capital for his 
necessary advances: he would have had no instru- 
ments for clearing his farin; and ifthe system has 
led in many cases to absurd and greniies specula- 
tions, it is the same system which has enabled the 
fariner to purchase land for two dollars an acre, which 
he afterwards sold for ten or a hundred. 

The mechanics wo are now so loud in their con- 
demnation of the banking system, forget that it is to 
it that they owe the industrious activity which has 
enabled thein to earn from five to- eight shillings a 
day wages. They forget that it is it which has fur- 
nished them with the means, of which so many have 
availed theinselves, of rising to opulence and com- 

fort; for, in Ametica, every enterprising man who can 


give the guaranty of a tolerable character is sure of 
obtaining credit and thus certainly accumulating a. 
fortune.” 

Texas. The Albany Argus of the 9th inst. on 
noticing the discussion, in the assembly, of the reso- 
lution against the admission of Texas into the union 
said, whatever may be the opinions of the people of 
this state upon the abstract question, one thing is 
scarcely a matter of doubt, that a legislative expres- 
sion upon the subject at this time is not required 
either by the people or by their representatives in 
congress; and that the etiort to act upon it, at the 
heel of the session, and under a great pressure of the 
public business, can scarcely be viewed in any other 
light than a part of the game of abolition and sectional 
agitation by which the combined forces of the oppo 
sition hope to aid their party movements. Whether 
it is intended to stand in lieu of a direct abolition ex- 
pression on the subject of slavery in the District of 
Columbia (to which it is said a majority of the 
‘whigs’ of the present legislature are committed) we 
are not advised. The first resolution objecting to 
the admission of Texas as repugnant to the will of 
the people and hazardous to the union, was passed 
by the aid of the previous question—the second, 
however, protesting against such admission, lies 
over. 





ANDREW Jackson. The extraordinary career 
of this favorite of fortune, it is universally admitted 
has made a deep and abiding impression upon the 
government and people of the United States, but that 
the hand «f nature had stamped his image in the 
solid and disemboweled rock of the land, is a circum- 
stance not generally known. Nevertheless such is 
the fact. A recent discovery in geology has render- 
ed his memory immortal, even if his extraordinary 
actions have failed to secure that boon for him, and 
wedded his corporeal proportions and facial linea- 
inents to stone as effectually as could the chisel of 
Grenough, Powers, or Clevinger. 

This is no joke, much as the relation may wear 
the outward garb and habit of one. In rounding and 
polishing one of the beautiful stone columns which 
ornament the front of the Franklin Bank of this city 
on High street, a very striking full length likeness of 
general Jackson was developed, composed of impres- 
sions made by the oxyde of iron, and plainly imprint- 
ed by the hand of nature on the third column north 
of the four front columns. It is net a mere fancied 
likeness to perceive which it is necessary to call up 
the imagination; but one remarkably striking and 
perfect, particularly in the general cast of the coun- 
tenance, and the position of the hair, the latter so 
peculiar in the likeness of the general, and never 
iistaken. 

This likeness can be recognised from any part of 
the opposite side of the street for the extent of a 
whole square—but it can be seen to the most advan- 
tage from the pavement of our friend Russell, alinost 
immediately opposite the bank. The beautiful phe- 
nomenon was taken from the stone quarry at Wa- 
verly, on the Ohio canal, about sixty miles south of 
this city. { Columbus (O.) Register. 





MARYLAND BANK LAW. The following law 
was passed at the recent session of the legislature of 
Maryland: 

A bill, entitled an act for the better regulation of the 
banking institutions, in the state of Maryland. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the general assembly 
of Maryland, That from and after the passsage of this 
act, it shall be the duty of the president and directors 
of the several banks and saving’s institutions in this 
state, during their suspension of specie payinents, to 
transmit a monthly statement under oath, of their 
condition to the treasurer of the western shore, to be 
by hiin laid before the governor ot the state. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, ‘That it shall be the duty 
of the president and directors of the several banking 
institutions in this state, to transmit to each other, at 
least once in every month, a statement, under oath, 
containing a particular account of their responsibili- 
ties, and their available means to meet thein. 

Sec. 8. And be it enacted, That no bank in this 
state, during the suspension of specie pay ments, shall 
extend the circulation of its notes, to an amount ex- 
ceeding three times the ainount of gold and silver in 
its vaults, which may be the property of such in- 
stitution, and after the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, to an amount exceeding the capital of such 
bank actually paid in. 

Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That the several banks 
and saving’s institutions of this state,shall resume the 
payment of their issues in coin on the firstday of 
January next, or within — days after sucha 
course shall have been adopted by the banks of New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, should they resume 
Specie payments previous to said day, and each and 
every bank and saving’s institution complying with 








these conditions, shall be and they are hereby rele 
from all the penalties incurred by a suspensioy, f 
specie payments, or the issues of bank notes oy he 
lificates of deposites, not authorised by the provi. 
sions of their respective charters. ‘ 
Sec 5. And be it enacted, That no bank jn th 
state shall issue, after the first day of May next any 
bank note, certificate of deposite, or any paper ine 
tended to be used as a circulating medium, of a less 
denomination than five doilars. 

Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That the governor may 
direct the attorney general to cause a scire facias cd 
be issued against any bank or saving’s institution that 
may failto comply with the provisions of this ac 
and in that case the same proceedings shall be had jy 
all respects as are directed by the act of 1818, esha 
177. in regard te banks refusing to pay specie {or 
their notes. 

Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That any officer or off. 
cers who shall make a false or fraudulent report, re. 
quired to be made by this act, shall be subject to aj) 
the pains and penalties of wilfuland corrupt perjury 


—_—--—. 


ased 





THE BANK CONVENTION. 

The convention adjourned sine die on Monday 
afternoon, having previously agreed upon the firs; 
Monday of January next as the period for the re. 
sumption of specie payments. The following ac. 
count of its closing proceedings is from the New 
York Express: 

The bank convention. The bank convention ad. 
journed sine die, yesterday afternoon, after a lone 
and wordy session. On Saturday the delegates 
from Maryland withdrew. The debate on the re. 
port fixing the Ist of October for the resumption 
was continued at great length. The object ap- 
peared to be to harmonise, and thus, by a spirit of 
compromise, to agree On some period when «il 
should unite for that purpose. June, July, and 
other months were named, but there was not found 
a sufficient vote to settle on either of the months, 
when finally the first Monday in January was 
adopted, thirteen states voting for it, and two 
states, viz. New York and Mississippi, against it. 

The two latter although voting in the negative— 
thus voting from reasons wholly unlike in feeling. 
New York wanted May, and Mississippi a year 
hence. Maryland was not represented in the vote, 
nor was Pennsylvania. New York was unyield- 
ing, and showed no spirit of compromise,—alleg- 
ing the law of the states as a bar. All representa- 
tions from other states were willing to yield. Mr. 
Gallatin urged with great earnestness an early day. 
Some of the gentlemen supposed that putting oif 
the day would be a victory for Mr. Biddle, or the 
United States Bank, and all these considerations 
were disclaimed, yet if this is correct, New York 
iscontending for immediate resumption, and the 
United States Bank for a more remote day, and 
the decision has been made in favor of Mr. Biddle. 
This position, however, is not one that any of the 
convention took. 

The New England states, some of them at least, 
were ready to resuine at a day’s notice, but the 
question was not what would suit them best, but 
that would be most judicions and most beneficial to 
the south, as wellas the east and west. The pro- 
position which has been adopted will not interfere 
with the conduct of any bank, as any, all or none, 
are at liberty to resume at their pleasure, but it Js 
incumbent on them to resume by the first Monday 
of January next. 

The session is now closed, and although there 
was a good degree of harmony among the members, 
yet it was not to be supposed that all sections ol 
the country were situated alike; New York, par- 
licularly, is in a position of great delicacy, anil 
however much she may wish to prolong the day, 
she is under the absolute necessity of resuming !0 
May, unless the legislature alter the law, of which 
there is no prospect at present. 

It is hardly to be expected that other banks that 
are not bound down by their states, should volui- 
yd place themselves in a condition with New 
York. There is a preamble to the resolution ex- 
pressing a hope that the government will co-operate 
in the plan agreeably to the private letters that had 
been received from the members of the adminis- 
tration. 

The preamble and resolutions which were finally 
adopted are as follows: 


taneous action by the banks in the resumption 0 
specie payments so to proceed in designating 4 
period for that purpose as to secure the nearest ap 

roach to unanimity—and whereas whilst in the 
judgment of the convention, the return to specié 
payments and preservation of the currency 1 4 
sound condition, will depend essentially on the 
course of the general government, yet this conven 
tion regards it as the duty of the banks to make the 
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fort in good faith, exclusive of any direct refer-} selves for a return to specie payments, within the 
e 


the prospective measures of the govern- 
At the same time the convention has been 
; to observe in recent letters of the secretary 
f the treasury, specific assurances of an intention 
‘ sustain the banks so far as it may be done 
through the fiscal operations of that department of 
inent— 
the evolved, That it be recommended to all banks 
of the several states to resume specie payments on 
the first Monday of January next, without preclud- 
ing an earlier resumption on the part of such banks 
as may find it necessary or deem it,proper. _ 
The following preamble and resolution will show 
the course which the New York banks will take on 


the subject: ~ 


ence to 
ment. 


New York, 4pril 16th, 1838. 

Ata meeting of the delegates of the city and 
country banks of the state of New York, held in 
this city, this day, the following preamble, and 
resolution mere unanimously adopted, and ordered 
to be published. , : 

Whereas the law which legalized the suspension 
of specie payments will expire, by its own litita- 
tion on the 15th of May next, and whereas the ef- 
fects of a resumption are considerations which 
more properly pertain to the legislature than to the 
banks; thereture, without attempting to foresee 
what the effects may be, but hoping they may not 
be injurious to the commerce and industry of the 
state, aud with a determination to render to those 
interests all the assistance which shali be found 
coinpatible with a discharge of our legal obliga- 
tions, 

Resolved, That the banks of this state be recom- 
mended to resume specie payments on or before 
the 10th day of May next. 

C. W. Lawrence, Chairman. 

W. M. Vermiyle, Secretary. 

The following letter was addressed to the bank 
committee in New York, by the delegation of the 
Philadelphia banks, which attended the former con- 
vention: 

PHILADELPHIA, January 31, 1838. 

Cornelius Heyer, John J. Palmer, and J. Boorman, 
esquires, New York. 

GENTLEMEN: Your favor of the 26th instant, ad- 
dressed to H. Nixon, esq., chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed by the general delegation of the 
banks of Philadelphia, has been duly submitted to 
the delegation, together with a detailed exposition 
of the views expressed by you in your personal 
conference with the committee. Both have been 
considered with the respectful attention due the 
importance of the proposal, and to the high cha- 
racter of those from whom it comes; aid [ am in- 
structed-by the delegation to communicate to you 
the result of their deliberation. 

The case presented to the delegation, is under- 
stood to be, insubstance, this,— 

That the New York banks being under a legal ne- 
cessity of resuming pecie payiments early in May 
hext,and not being able to calculate upon a further 
extension of the suspension laws of that state, are 
desirous of ascertaining whether the banks of Phil- 
adelphia will now azree to name, eitherthat period, 
ora later period, for a simultaneous resumption by 
the banks of the two cities; or, if this be deemed in- 
expedient, whether they would enter into any 
agreement for the liquidation of balances on either 
side, on the principle of mutual forbearance in 
drawing specie, for a limited period after such re- 
suinption by either party. 

The decision on this proposal, seems mainly to 
depend on the relation which the banks of Phila- 
delphia now bear to the other banks of the United 
States. 

The resumption of specie payments was justly 
regarded by the banks of New York, as a matter 
not local to any section of country, but of general 
interest to the whole union; and with this view, 
their circular, proposing a convention, was ad- 
ressed to hanks in all the states, and specially ur- 
ged, “the importance of having every state repre- 
sented; accordingly, the convention consisted of 
elegates from nineteen states of the union, who, 
after full and frequent consultations on the state of 

€ banks they represented, and the general pros- 
eri of the country, came to the following reso- 

ns: 

Ist. That they would resume.specie payments 
When it may be permanently practicable. 

2nd. That it is not expedient or prudent now to 
X a day for the resumption of specie payments. 

: d. That they would adjourn to the second Wed- 
Revi: of April next, for the purpose of then con- 
dering, and if practicable, determining, upon the 

ay when specie payments may be resumed. 
Ry That the convention strongly recommend to 
he banks in the United States, to prepare them- 








shor.est practical period after the next meeting of 
the convention; and 

5th. That the banks in those states not now re- 
presented, be earnestly requested to send delegates 
to the adjourned meeting of this convention; and 
that the several delegates from all the states be de- 
sired to procure all such information in regard to 
the condition of the banks in their respective states 
as may be attainable. 

The general scope of these proceedings obviously 
is, that the convention thought it inex pedient then 
to name a day for the resumption, but deem it more 
prudent to postpone their decision to a subsequent 
period, when the delegates then attending should 
return, with more precise information of the state 
of their banks, and other states would be represen- 
ted; and in the interval all would be preparing for 
the resumption, when permanently practicable.— 
The convention then adjourned on the 2nd of De- 
cember, to meet on the 2d Wednesday in April. 

Of this interval, fifty-five days have elapsed at 
the date of your letter, and seventy-five still re- 
inained. It does not appeer that any facts have 
since been disclosed, which were not known to the 
convention; nor has any circumstances occurred in 
the general condition of the country, which was 
not then anticipated. It is undoubtedly true, also, 
that any resumption, to be easy must be simulta- 
neous, and to be effectual, must be general; nor is 
it less true that a partial resumption, by any party 
to the convention, must derange the relations of 
the whole to each other, and disturb the prepara- 
tions which all are making to produce a uniform 
result at the period fixed by the convention. The 
banks of Philadelphia, therefore, consider it scarce- 
ly just or respectful to the banks of other states, 
whose co-operation was in the first instance invi- 
ted, to take any steps in opposition to what was 
settled by the convention, with a full concert with 
the other members of that body, who separated 
under conviction that no action would take place, 
on a matter so important to their interests, until 
they were re-assembled. 

To this opinion they the more readily incline, 
because, in the convention itself, a distinct propo- 
sition to appoint a committee of that body, with 
power to re-assemble the convention whenever they 
thought the condition of the country justified the 
measure, was declined; and a certain day for the 
adjourned meeting was fixed by the convention, so 
as to leave no discretionary authority whatever to 
make an earlier call. 

On a careful consideration of all these circum- 
stances, I am instructed to inform you, that the 
banks of Philadelphia think it premature to name 
any day for the resumption of specie payinents, 
until the adjourned meeting of the convention. 

Nevertheless, if the banks of New York shall de- 
termine that their peculiar position constrains them 
to an earlier resumption than was contemplated by 
the convention, or than they would themselves 
adopt on general considerations, I am authorized to 
assure you that this difference of opinion abates 
nothing of the anxious desire of the Philadelphia 
banks to resume at the earliest period permanentiy 
practicable; and that while preparing for that event, 
they will abstain, as far as possible, from any mea- 
sures which may interfere with the efforts of the 
banks of New York, and will cheerfully adopt any 
reciprocal agreement for the liquidation of balan- 
ces on either side. 

In the mean time, 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, yours. 





SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

In reply to Mr. Webster, on the sub-treasury bill. De- 
livered in the senate of the United States, March 
22, 1838. 

Mr. Prestpent: After having addressed the 
senate twice, I would owe an apology, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, for again intruding myself on 
its patience. But, after what fell from the senator 
from Mass., nearest to me, (Mr. Webster,) the 
other day, the greater part of which was not only 
directed against my arguments, but at me person- 
ally, I feel that my silence, and not my notice of 
his remarks, would require an apology. And yet, 
notwithstanding I am thus constrained again to ad- 
dress the senate, I fear it will be impossible to 
avoid exciting some impatience, fatigued and ex- 
hausted as it must be, by so long a discussion; to 
prevent which, as far as practicable, I shall aim at 
as rnuch brevity as possible, consistently with jus- 
tice to myself and the side I support. 

The senator's speech was long and multifarious, 
consisting of many parts, which have little or no 
connection with the question under consideration. 
For the sake of brevity and distinctness, I propose 





to consider it under four heads. First, his prelimi- 
nary discourse, which treated at large of credits 
and banks, with very little reference to the subject. 
Next, his arguments on the question at issue; and 
that to be followed by his reply to my arguments 
at this and the extra session; and, finally his conclu- 
sion, which was appropriated wholly to personal 
remarks, and a comparison between his and my 
public course, without having the slighest relation 
either to the subject or any thing I had said in the 
debate, but which the senator obviously considered 
as the most important portion of his speech. He 
devoted one day alinost wholly to it, and delivered 
himself with an earnestness and vehemence which 
clearly manifested the importance which he had 
attached to it. I shall, as in duty bound, pay my 
respects first to that, which so manifestly occupied 
the highest place in his estimation, though standing 
at the bottom in the order of his remarks. 

The senator opened this portion of his speech 
with much courtesy, accompanied by many remarks 
of respect and regard, which I understood to be an 
intimation that he desired the attack he was about 
to make to be attributed to be political, and not per- 
sonal motives. I accept the intimation, and shall 
meet him in the sense he intended. Indeed, there 
never has been, between the senator and myself, 
the least personal difference, nor has a word having 
a personal bearing, ever passed between us in de- 
bate, prior to the present occasion, within my recol- 
lection, during the long period we have been in 
public life, except on the discussion of the force 
bill and proclamation, which, considering how often 
we have stood opposed on deep and exciting ques- 
tions, may be regarded as nota little remarkable. 
But our political reiations have not been on as good 
a footing as our personal. He seems to think that 
we had harmonized not badly till 1824, when, ac- 
cording to his version, I became too sectional for 
him to act any longer with me; but which T shall 
hereafter show originated in a very different cause. 
My impression, I must say, is different, very differ- 
ent, from that of the senator’s. From the com- 
mencement of our public life to the present time, 
we have differed on almost all questions involving 
principles of government and its permanent policy, 
with the exception of a short interval, while I was 
in the war department, when the senator agreed 
with the south on the protective systein and some 
other measures. I do not consider our casual con- 
cert, during the last few years of the late adminis- 
tration, when we were both opposed to the execu- 
tive power, as constituting an exception. It was 
understood that we both adhered to our principles 
and views of policy without the least surrender, 
and our personal relations were formal and cold, 
during the whole period. In fact, we moved in en- 
tirely different spheres. We differed in relation to 
the origin and character of the government, the 
principles on whieh it rested, and the policy it 
onght to pursue; and I could not at all sympathise 
with the grave and deep tone with which the sena- 
tor pronounced our final separation, as he was 
pleased to calf it, and which, in my opinion, would 
have been much more appropriate to the separation 
of those who had been long and intimately united 
in the support of the same principles and policy, 
than to the slight and casual relations, personal and 
political, which had existed between us. 


Setting, then, aside all personal motives, I may 
well ask, what political grief, what keen disap- 
pointment is it, which at this time could induce him 
to make the attack he has on me, and, I might add, 
in the manner in which he made it? The senator 
himself shall answer the question. He has unfold- 
ed the cause of his grief, and pointed to the source 
of his disappointment. He told us that ‘victory 
was power.” These few words are a volume. 
They disclose all. Yes, victory was within reach; 
the arm outstretched, the hand expanded to seize 
it, and I would not co-operate. Hence the grief, 
hence the keen disappointment, and hence the 
waters of bitterness that have rolled their billows 
against me. And whata victory! Not simply the 
going out of one party and the coming in of another; 
not merely the expulsion of the administration, and 
the induction of the opposition, but a grea’ politi- 
cal revolution, carrying with it the great funda- 
tinental principles of the government and a perma- 
nent change of policy. It would have brought in, 
not only the.senator and his party, but their politi- 
cal creed, as announced by him in the discussion 
on the proclamation and force bill, with which he 
now tannts those in power—a fact to be noted and 
remembered. He, the champion of those measures, 
against whom I contended foot to foot for one en- 
tire session, now casts up to me, that in refusing to 
co-operate with him, I protect the party in power, 
not a small portion of whom, I have good reason te 
believe, were drawn by the adverse current of the 
times reluctantly from their own principles to the 
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support of those measures, and with it the senator} 
and his principles. Yes, I repeat, it would have| 
brought in the senator and his consolidation doc- 
trines, which regard this government as one great. 
national republic, with the right to construe finally 
and conclusively the extent of its own powers, and 
to enforce its construction at the point of the bay- 
onet; doctrines which, at a blow, sweep away every 
vestage of state-rights, and reduces the states to 
mere petty and dependent corporations. It would 
have also brought in his policy, bank, tariff, and 
all. Even now, when victory is still uncertain, the 
senator announces the approach of the period when 
he shall move the renewal of the protective system; 
a precious confession, that dropped out in the heat 
of discussion. 

{Mr. Webster. No, I spoke deliberately.] 

So much, then, the worse. That justifies all I 
have said and done; that proves my foresight and 
firmness, and will open the eyes of thousands, espe- 
cially in the south, who have heretofore doubted 
the correctness of my course on this question. 

The victory would not only have been complete 
had I co-operated, but it would also have been per- 
manent. The portion of the state-rights party, 
with which [ acted, would have been absorbed— 
yes absorbed; it is the proper word, and I use it in 
spite of the sarcasin of the senator. The other 
would have been scattered and destroyed, and the 
senator and his party, and their principles and pol- 
icy, would have been left undisputed masters of the 
field, unresisted and unresistible. The first fruits 
of the victory would have been the re-union of the 
political and money power—a wedded union never 
more to be dissolved. The tariff would have been 
renewed. I may now speak positively, after the 
declaration of the senator, to be again followed by 
an overflowing revenue, profuse and corrupt expen- 
ditures, heavy surplus, and overwhelming patron- 
age, which would have closed the door to wealth 
and distinction to all who refused to bend the knee 
at the shrine of the combined powers. All this was 
seen and fully comprehended by the senator; and 
hence again, I repeat, his deep grief, his keen dis- 
appointment, and his attacks on me, for refusing to 
co-operate. 

The senator must have known that, in refusing, 
I acted on principles and opinions long entertained 
and fully declared years ago. In my reply to his| 
associate in this joint war on me, in which Il am at- 
tacked at once in front and rear, I demonstrated, to 
the satisfaction of the senate, the truth of what I 
assert so coinpletely, that the senator’s associate 
did not even atteinpt a denial. And yet, such is 
the depth of the senator’s grief and disappointinent, 
that it hurried him to a repetition of exploded 
charges which, in his cooler moments, he must 
know to be unfounded. He repeated the stale and 
refuted charge of a su:nmerset, of going over, and 
of being struck with a sudden thought; and sum- 
moned up all his powers of irony and declamation, 
of which he proved himself to be a great master on 
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the occasion, to make my Edgefield letter, in which, 
I assigned my reason for refusing to co-operate, | 
ridiculous. [ see in all this but the disappointed | 
hopes of one who had fixed his gaze intensely on| 
power that had eluded his grasp, and who sought | 
to wreak his resentment on him who had refused | 
to put the splendid prize in his hands. He resort- 
ed to ridicule, because it was the only weapon that 
truth and justice left him. He well knowa how 
much deeper are the weunds that they inflict than 
the slight punctures that the pointed, but feeble, 
shafts of ridicule leave behind; and he used the 
more harmless weapon only because he could not 
command the more deadly. That is in my hand. 
I brandish it in hiseyes. [tis the only one I need, 
and I intend to use it freely on this occasion. 

After pouring out his wailing in such doleful | 
tones, because I would not co-operate in placing him | 
and his party in power, and prostrating my own, 
the senator next attacks ine because I stated in m 
Edgefield letter, as I understood him, that I rallied 
on gen. Jackson with the view of putting down the 
tariff by executive influence. I have looked over 
that letter with care, and can find no such expres- 
sion. [Mr. Webster. It was used at the extra 
session.]| I was about to add that I had often used 
it, and cannot but feel surprised that the senator 
should postpone the notice of it till this late period, 
if he thought it deserving reply. Why did he not 
reply to it years ago, when [ first used it in debate? 
But the senator asked what I meant by executive 
influence. Did I mean his veto? He must have 
asked the question thoughtlesssly. He must know 
that the veto can only apply to bills on their pas- 
sage, and could not possibly be used in case of ex- 
isting laws, such as the tariff acts. He also asks if 
there was concert in putting down the tariff between 
myself and the present chief magistrate? I reply 





‘adoration, but to 


to heighten and render more divine his own image, 
er, 4 
he invited, he challenged, nay, he compelled me to 

- Kelonor tte Be . 

}inqguire into the high qualities which he arrogstes 





by asking him @ question, to which, as a New Eng- 


land man, he cannot object. He has avowed his} 


| determination, In a certain contingency, which he | 


thinks is near, that he will move the renewal of 
the tariff. I ask, is there concert om that point, 
between him and his associate, in this attack? And 
finally, he asks if I disclosed my motives then? 
Yes: I am not in the habit of disguising them. I 
openly and constantly avowed that it was one of 
my leading reasons in supporting gen. Jackson, be- 
cause I expected he would use his influence to ef- 
fect a gradual, but thorough, reduction of the tariff 
that would reduce the system to the revenue point; 
and when I saw reason to doubt whether he would 
accomplish what I deemed so important, I did not 
wait the event of his election, but moved openly 
and boldly in favor of state interposition, as a cer- 
tain remedy which would not fail to effect the reduc- 
tion, in the event he should disappoint me. 

The senator, after despatching my letter, con- 
cluded his speech by volunteering a comparison be- 
tween his and my public character, not very flat- 
tering to me, but highly complimentary to himself. 
He represented me as sectional; in the habit of 
speaking constantly of the unconstitutional and oF 
pressive operations of the tariff; which he thought 
very unpatriotic; of having certain sinister objecisin 
view in calling on the south to unite, and of marching 
off under the state-rights banner, while he paints 
himself in the most glowing and opposite colors. 
There is, Mr. President, no disputing about taste; 
such are the effects of a difference of organization 
and education, that whatis offensive to one is often 
agreeable to another. According to my conception, 
nothing can be more painful than to pronounce our 





own praise, particularly in contrast with another, | 
even when forced to do so in self-defence; but how | 
one can rise in his place, when neither his motive 
nor conduct is impeached, and when there is no- 
thing in the question, or previous discussion, that 
would possibly justify it, and pronounce an eulogy 
on himself, which a modest man would blush to; 

ronounce on a Washington ora Franklin to his face, 
1s to me utterly incomprehensible. But, if the sena- | 
tor, in pronouncing his gorgeous piece of autibio- 
graphy, had contented himself in simply proclaim- ! 
ing, in his deep tone, to the senate and the assem- | 
bled multitude of spectators, that he came into con- | 
gress as the representative of the American people; 
that, if he was born for any good, it was for the | 
good of the whole people, and the defence of the | 
constitution; that he habitually acted as if acting in | 
the eves of the framers of the constitution; that it | 
would be easier to drive these pillars from their. 
bases, than to drive or seduce him from his lofty 
purpose; that he would do nothing to weaken the | 
brotherly love between these states, and Co eve.y| 
thing that they should remain united, beneficially | 
and thoroughly,I would have gazed in silent wonder, | 
without uttering a word at the extraordinary spec- | 
table, and the happy self-delusion in which he 
seems to exist. But when he undertook not only 
to erect an image to himself, as an object of self- 
place alongside of it a carved | 
figure of inyself, with distorted limbs and features, 





to himself, and the truth of the comparson which he 
has drawn between us. If the inquiry should ex- 
cite some jreminiscences not very agreeable to the 
senator, or disturb the happy self-delusion, in which 
he reposes, he must blame not me, but his own 
self-sufficiency and boasting at my expense. 
Know yourself, is an ancient maxim, the wisdom 
of which I never before so fully realized. How 
imperfectly even the talented and intelligent know | 
themselves! Our understanding, like our eyes, 
seems to be given not to see our features, but those 
of others. How diffident we ought to be of any fa- 
vorable opinion that we may have formed otf our-, 
selves! That one of the distinguished abilities of | 
the senator, and his mature age, should form so er- 
roneous an opinion of his real character, is indeed 
truly astonishing. I do not deny that he possesses 
inany excellent qualities. My object is truth, and 
[intend neither to exaggerate nor detract. But I 
must say, that the character which he attributes to 
himself is wholly dissimilar from what really be- 
longs to him. Sv far from that universal and ardent 
patriotism which knows neither place nor person, 
that he ascribes to himself, he is, above all the 
distinguished public men with whom I am acquaint- 
ed, remarkable for a devoted attachment to the in- 
terest, the institutions, and the place where Provi- 
dence has cast his lot. I do not censure him for 
his local feelings. The author of our being never 
intended that creatures of our limited faculties 
should embrace with equal intenseness of affection 
the remote and the near. Such an organization 
would lead us constantly to intermeddle with what 





we would but imperfectly understand, and often to: 
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do mischief, where we intended good. . But 4), 
senator is far from being Hable to such a cia, 
His aflections, instead of being too wide and bouiy- 
less, are too concentrated. As Jocal as his attach. 
ment is, it does not embrace all within its lin:iteg 
scope. It takes in but a class even there—power. 
ful, influential, and intelligent, but still a class 
which influences and controls all his actions, and so 
absorbs his affections as to make him overlook Jarge 
portions of the union, of which I propose to give 
one or two striking illustrations. 

I must then remind the senator that there js 4 
vast extent of wide-spread union, which lies south 
of Mason and Dickson’s line, distinguished by its 
peculiar soil, climate, situation, institutions, and 
productions, which he has never encircled within 
the warm embraces of hisuniversal patriotism. As 
long as he has been in public life, he has not, to the 
best of my knowledge, given a single vote to pro. 
mote its interest, or done an act to defend its rights, 
I wish not to do him injustice. If] could remem- 
ber a single instance I would cite it; but I cannot, 
in casting my eyes over his whole course, call to 
mind one. As boundless and ardent, then, as is his 
patriotism, according to his own account, it turns 
out that it is limited by metes and bounds, that ex- 
clude nearly one-half of the whole union! 

But it may be said that this total absence of al] 
manifestation of attachment to an entire section of 
the union is not to be attributed to the want of an 
ardent desire to promote its interest and security, 
but of occasion to exhibit it. Unfortunately for the 
senator, such an excuse is without foundation. Op- 
portunities are daily and honrly offering. ‘Lhe sec. 
tion is the weakest of the two, and its peculiar in- 
terest and institutions expose it constantly to injus- 
tice and oppression, which atiord many and fine 
opportunities todisplay that generous and noble 
yatriotism which the senator attributes to himself, 


-and which delights in taking the side of the assailed 


against the assailant. Even now, at this moment, 
there is an opportunity which one professing such 
ardent and universal attachment to the whole coun- 
try as the senator professes, would greedily em- 
brace. A war is now, and has been systemati- 
cally and fiercely carried on in violation of the con. 
stitution, against a long-standing, and widely-ex- 
tended institution of that section, that is incispen- 
sable, not only to its prosperity, but to ils safety 
and existence, and which calls loudly on every pa- 
triot to raise his voice and arm in its defence. How 
has the senator acted? Has he raised his mighty 
arm in the defence of the assailed, or thundered 
forth kis denunciation against the assailants? ‘1 liese 
are searching questions. They test the truth of his 
universal and boasted attachment to the whole 
country; and in order that the senate may com- 
pare his acts with his professions, I propose to pre- 
sent more fully the facts of the case and his course. 
It is well known, then, that the section to which 
I refer, is inhabited by two races, from dilicren! 
continents, and descended from different stocks; end 
that they have existed together under the present 
relation from the first settlement of the country. It 
is also well known that the ancestors of the sena- 
tor’s constituents (I include the section,) brought 
no small portion of the ancestors of the Afiican, 0 
inferior race, from their native home across the 
ocean, and sold them as slaves to the ancestors of 
our constituents, and pocketed the price, avd pro- 
fited greatly by the traffic. It is also known, that 
when the constitution was formed, our section felt 
much jealousy lest the powers which it conferred 
should be used to interfere with the relations exist- 
ing between the two races; to allay which, and in- 
duce our ancestors to enter the union, guards, thet 
were deemed effectual against the supposed danger, 
were inserted in the instrument. It is also known 
that the product of the labor of the inferior race has 
furnished the basis of our widely extended com- 
merce and ample revenue, which has supported 
government and diffused wealth and prosper’) 
through the other section. This: is one side . 
the picture. Let us now turn and look at t° 
other. 
How has the other section acted? I include n° 
all, nor a majority. We have had recent ane 
during the discussion of the resolutions I offere¢ ‘ 
the commencement of the session, to what great ws 
tent just and patriotic feelings exist in that quarter, 
in reference to the subject under consideration. | 
then narrow the question, and ask, how has , 
majority of the senator’s constituents acted, sail 
especially a large portion of his political «pnt 
and admirers? Have they respected the title Ae 
property, which we trace back to their ecg it 
and which, in good faith and equity, carries ~ A 
an implied warranty, that binds them to ge 
i us? 
protect our rights to the property sold serine 
they regarded their faith plighted to us on e" ihe 
into the constitutional compact which forme 
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to abstain from interfering with our proper- 
ty, and to defend and protect us in its quiet enjoy- 
Yate Have they acted as those ought who have 
a rticipated so largely in the profits derived from 
vie labor? No; they are striving, night and day, iu 
violation of justice, plighted faith, and the constita- 
tion, to divest us of our property—to reduce us to 
the level of those whom they sold to us as slaves, 
and to overthrow an institution on which our safety 

s. 
ie nearer home. How has the senator him- 
celf acted? He who has such influence and weight 
with his constituents, and who boasts of his univer- 
sal patriotisin and brotherly love and affection for the 
whole union? Has he raised his voice to denoance 
this crying injustice, or his arm to arrest the blow of 
the assailants, which threatens to dissever the union, 
and forever alienate one-half of the community from 
the other? Has he uttered a word in condemnation 
of violated faith, or honor trampled inthe dust? No; 
he has sat quietly in his place, without moving a 
finger or raising his voice. Without raising his 
voice, did I say? I mistake. His voice has been 
raised, not for us, but foronrassailants. His arm has 
been raised, not to arrest the aggressor, but to open 
the doors of this chamber, in order to give our as- 
gailants an entrance here, where they may aim the 
most deadly blow against the safety of the union, 
and our tranquillity and security. He has thrown 
the mantle, not of protection over the constitution, 
but over fhe motive and character of those whose 
daily avocation is to destroy every vestige of bro- 
therly love between these states, and to convert the 
union into a curse, instead of a blessing. He has 
done more. The whole senate has seen him retire 
from his seat, to avoid a vote on one of the resolu- 
tions that I moved, with a view to rally the patrio- 
tic of every portion of the community against this 
fell spirit, which threatens to dissolve the union, 
and turn the brotherly love and alfection in which 
it originated into deadly hate, which was so ob- 
viously true he could not vote against, but which 
he dodged, rather than throw his weight on our 
side, and against our assailants. And yet, while 
these things are fresh in our recollection, notorious, 
and known to all, the senator rises in bis place, and 
proclaims aloud that he comes in as the represen- 
tative of the United States; that, if he was born 
for any good, it was for the good of the whole peo- 
ple, and defence of the constitution; that he always 
acts as if under the eyes of the framers of the con- 
stitution; that it would be easier to drive these pil- 
lars from their bases, thaa him from his lofty pur- 
pose; that he will do nothing to destroy the broth- 


union, 


erly love between these states, and every thing, | 


that the union may exist forever, beneficially and 
thoroughly for all! What a contrast between pro- 
fession and performance! Whatstrange and extra- 
ordinary self-delusion. 

But this is not the only instance. There is ano- 
therin which the contrast between the course of the 
senator and his lofty pretension of unbounded and 
ardent patriotism is not less astonishing. I refer 
to the protective tariff, and his memorable and in- 
consistent course in relation to it. 

Its history may be told in a few words. It rose 
subsequent to the late war with Great Britain. 
The senator’s asssociate in this attack was its lead- 
ing supporter and author. Its theory rested on the 


principle, that all articles which could be made in | 


the support of government; but that taxes imposed on 
the people fer the sole benefit of any class of men, are 
equally inconsistent with the principles of our consti- 
tution, and with sound judgment. 

**Resolved, 'That the supposition that until the suppos- 
ed tariff, or some similar measure, be adopted, we are 
and shall be dependent on foreigners for the means of 
subsistence and defence, is in our opinion, altogether 
fallacious and fanciful, and derogatory to the character 
of the nation. 

* Resolved, That high bounties on such domestic man- 
ufactures as are principally benetitted by that tariff, 
favor great capitalists rather than cesnondl talitaiey, or 
the owners of small capitals, and therefore that we do 
not perceive its tendency to promote national industry. 

“Resolved, That we are equally incapable of dis- 
covering its beneficia! effects on agriculture, since the 
obvious consequence of its adoption would be, that the 
farmer must give more than he now does for all he 
buys, and receive less for all he sells. 

“Resolved, That in our opinion, the proposed tariff 
and the principles on which it is avowedly formed 
would, if adopted, have a tendency, however different 
may be the motives of those who recommend them, to 
diminish the industry, impede the prosperity, and cor- 
rupt the morals of the people. 

What can be more explicit or decided? They 
hold the very sentiments and language which I 
have so often held on this fioor. That very system 
was then pronounced to be unconstitutional, un- 
equal, oppressive, and corrupting in its effects, by 
the senator and his constituents, for pronouncing 
which now he accuses me as being sectional, and 
holding language having a mischevious effect on 
the rising generation. 

Four years after this, in April, 1824, the senator 
delivered another speech against the system, in re- 
ply to the then speaker, and now his associate on 
this occasion, in which he again denounced the in- 
equality and oppression of the system with equal 
force in one of the ablest arguments ever delivered 
on the subject, and in which he completely demo- 
lished the reasons of his then opponent. But an 
event was then fast approaching which was destin- 
ed to work a mighty and sudden revolution in his 
views and feelings. A few months after, the pre- 
sidential election took place; Mr. Adams was elect- 
ed by the co-operation of the author of the Ameri- 
can system, and the now associate of the senator. 
Those who had been enemies caine together. New 
political combinations were formed, and the result 
was a close alliance between the east and the west, 
of which that system formed the basis. 
light bursted in on the senator. 


su;nmerset, heels over head; went cleus over; de- 
serted the free trade side in a twinkling; and join- 
ed the restrictive policy, and then cried out that he 
could no longer act with me, whom he had left 
standing where he had just stood, because I was too 


ever said or done was forgotten; entirely expung- 
ed from the tablets of his memory. His whole na. 


public treasury. 





our country should be protected, and it was an 
axiom of the system that its perfection consisted in 
prohibiting the introduction of all such articles 
from abroad. To give the restrictions on com- 
inerce necessary to effect its object a plausible 
appearance, they were said to be for the protection 
of home industry, and the system itself received the 
imposing name of the American system. Its ef- 
fects were desolating in the staple states. The 
heavy duties imposed on their foreign exchanges 
left searcely enough to the planter to feed and 
clothe his slaves, and educate his children, while 


portion of the union. 


speech to the citizens of Boston, in Faneuil hall, in| entire staple region. Their commercial cities were | he was born. 


measure of protection was too strong for his palate. 


| ment took for its share thirty-two millions under 


e 


drawn into its support a fixed majority in the 
community, which controlled irresistibly every de- 
oe. of the government. 


But one hope was 
ft short of revolution, and that was in the states 


themselves, in theirsovereign capacity as parties to 
the constitutional compact. 
country and our institutions, one of the members 


ortunately for the 


of the union was found bold enough to interpose 


her sovereign authority, and declare the protective 
tariff that had caused all this mischief, and threat- 
ened so much more, to be unconstitutional, and 
therefore, null and void, and of no efiect within her 


limits; and thus an issue was formed which brought 





‘events to a crisis. 


We all remember what followed. The govern- 


ment prepared to assert by force its usurped 
powers. 
war message and force bill followed, and the state 
armed to maintain her constitutional rights. How, 
now, I ask, did the senator act in this fearful crisis; 
he who had, but ashort time before, pronounced 
the system to be unconstitutional, unequal, un- 
just, and oppressive? 


The proclamation was issued, and the 


Did he feel any sympathy 


| for those who felt and thought as he did but a brief 


| 


period before? 


Did he make any allowance for 


| their falling into the same errors (if such he then 
considered them) into which he himself had fallen? 





Did he show that ardent devotion to preserve the 
brotherly love between the members of the union 
he now so boastingly professes? 
| himself the defender of the constitution, feel any 
compunction in resorting to force, to execute laws 
which he had pronounced to be in violation of the 
constitution? 
distrust of those in power, who had been foremost 
in proclaiming their own usurpations, and calling 
on the patriotic of all parties to oppose them, show 
any dread in consigning to them unlimited power to 
, crush one of the members of the union, and which, 
after accomplishing that, might be so readily turned 
to crush the liberty of all? 
sudden thought again struck bim. 
twinkling, forgot the past, and rushed over into the 


Did he, who calls 


Did he, who manifested such deep 


Quite the reverse. A 
He again, in a 


arms of power; and took his position in the front 





rank, as the champion of the most violent measures 
to enforce laws at the point of the bayonet, which 


ihe had pronounced unconstitutional, unjust, and 


| oppressive? 
war, and the manifest danger of subverting the con- 


} 
| 
} 


And this too at the hazard of civil 


stitution and the liberties of the country; refusing 


| 
i 
h 








A new all terms of adjustment, and resisting to the last 


: j : » Asudden thonght | with violence the bill which compromised and set- 
struck him; but not quite as disinterested as that of | ¢jeq the conflict! 


the German sentimentalist. He made a complete | the recolle 


And yet, with all this fresh in 
ction of himself and all present, he can 


_rise in his place and proclaim himself the universal 


atriot; the defender of the constitution, and bene- 


factor of every portion of the union; the man who 


as done every thing to preserve brotherly love be- 


. : tween its members, and who is ready to make every 
sectional! At once every thing the senator had /| sacrifice to make it beneficial to all the parties! 


But what is more extraordinary, what is truly 


; ; wonderful and astonishing, is, while these words 
ture was changed in an instant, and thereafter no | were on his tongue, he, in the same breath, with a 


‘ . ; full knowledge of all the disastrous consequences 
With a fewcontortions and slight choking, he even | which have and tmust necessarily follow the re- 
gulphed down, a few years after, the bill of abomi- | 
nation—the tariff of ’28; a measure which raised 
the duties so high as to pass one-half of the aggre- 
gate amount in value of the whole imports into the 
I desire it to be noted and re- 
membered that, out of an importation of sixty-four 
millions of dollars, including every description of 
‘imports, the free and dutied articles, the govern- 


newal of the protective system, should declare that 
he anticipates the speedy arrival of the time when 
he will again undertake to revive the system! More 
cannot be added. 
tor’s course and the character which he ascribes to 
himself cannot be rendered more striking. 
not add another instance, as many of them as are at 
my command. 


is 


The contrast between the sena- 


1 shall 


A volume could not more conclu- 
ively prove how unfounded are his pretensions to 


the tariff of 1828, and that the senator, yes, he, the | that lofty, universal, ard ardent patriotism which 
| defender of the constitution and equal protector of he claims for himself, and how strong the delusion 


| every section and interest, voted for that measnre, 


| 
1 


notwithstanding his recent denunciation of the sys- 
| tem as unconstitutional, unequal, and oppressive? 


? 


_under which he is in regard to his true character. 


Let us now turn and inquire what has been my 


course; I whom he represents as sectional, whose 


| But he did more, and things still more surprising, | course he pronounces to be unfriendly to the union, 


/as the sequel will show. 


| The protective tariff did not change the charac- 
wealth and prosperity bloomed around the favored | ter of its operation with the change of the senator. 





| because I now call the protective system unconsti- 
tutional and oppressive; who, he intimates, desires 
to unite the south for no patriotic purpose, and re- 


Its oppressive and corrupting effects grew with its| presents as going off under the state rights banner, 
The senator was at first opposed to the system. | growth, till the burden became intolerable under| And here, Mr. President, let me say, I put in no 
As far back as the autumn of 1820, he delivered a/ the tariff of ’28. Desolation spread itself over the | claim to the lofty destiny to which the senator says 


Instead of coming here, like the 


opposition to it, in which he questioned its con- | deserted. Charleston parted with its last ship, and} senator, as the representatives of the whole people, 


Stitutionality, and denounced its inequality and op- | 


pression. 


interests of the south. I ask the secretary to read 
the resolutions: 

“Resolved, That no objection ought ever to be made 
to any amount of taxes equally apportioned and im- 


poaed for the purpose of raising revenue, necessary far | ished. 


grass grew in her once busy streets. The political | I appear in the more humble character of the repre- 


condition of the country presented a prospect not) sentative of one of the states of this union, sent 

His speech was followed by a serics of resolu- | less dreary. A deep and growing conflict between here to watch over her particular interests and to 
tions embodying the substance of what he had said, |the two great sections agitated the whole country, | promote the general interest of all, as far as the 
and which received the sanction of himself and|and a vast revenue, beyond its most extravagant | constitution has conferred power upon us, and as it 
constituents, who, at that time, were less interested | wants gave the government, especially the execu-| can be done without oppression to the parts. These 
in manufactures than in commerce and navigation, ' tive branch, boundless patronage and power, which | are mv conceptions of my representative character, 
Which sutfered in common with the great staple | were rapidly changing the character of the govern- | with the trust confided to me, and the duties at- 
| ment, and spreading corruption far and wide through | tached to it, which I endeavor to discharge with 


levery condition of society. 
| done and that promptly. 


The absorbing force of the system ha 


‘| 


Something must be | industry, fidelity, and all the abilities which it has 
Every hope of reforma-| pleased my Creator to confer on me. 
| tion, or change throngh this government had van- 


Instead of 
falling short of what I profess, I trust my pub! 


life, if examined witb eandor, will «>-- 


-— —- wee wee ee 
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ever so interpreted my duty to my state as to per- 
mit it in no instance to interfere with the just 
claims of the union. Itis my good furtune to re- 

resent a state which holds her character far above 
her interest, and which claims the first place, when 
a sacrifice is to be made for the safety and happi_ 
ness of all, and would hold me to a strict account 
if, in representing her interest, I should forget what 
is due to her honor among her confederates. All 
her acts prove that she is as liberal in making con- 
cessions, when demanced by the common good, as 
she is prompt and resolute to resist aggression to 
promote the interest of others at herexpense. Act- 
ing in the same spirit, as whilst her representative, 1 
have never failed to meet and repel aggressions, 
while I trust, I have on no occasion been unmind- 
ful of her honor and the general interests of the 
whole union. Having made these remarks, I shall 
now proceed to show that, as humble as my pre- 
tensions are, and as sectional and unpatriotic as he 
has thought proper to represent me, my course for 
liberality and a just regard to the interest of every 
portion of the union will not suffer in comparison 
with his, as lofty as are his pretensions. 

In making the inquiry I have into the course of 
the senator in relation to the section to which I be- 
long, I called on him to point out a single instance, 
with all his boasted patriotism, in which he haa 
given a vote to promote its interests, or done an act 
to defend its rights; but now, when the inquiry is 
into iny course in relation to his section, I propose 
to reverse the question, and to apply to myself a 
much more severe test than I didto him. 1 ask, 
then, from what measure, calculated to promote the 
interests of his section, have | ever withheld my 
support, except, indeed, the protective tariff, and 
certain appropriations, which, according to my 
mode of construing the constitution, I regard as un- 
constitutional, and would of course be bound to 
oppose, wherever the benefit should fall? I call on 
the senator to point out a single instance; and, if he 
desires it, I will yield him the floor in order to give 
him an opportunity todo so. Will the senator call, 
on his part, for instances in which I have supported 
the interest of his section? I can point to numerous; 
to my early and constant support of the navy; to ny 
resistance to systein of embargoes, non-importation 
and non-intercourse acts; to my generous course in 
support of manufactures that sprung up during the 
war, in which my friends think I went too far; to 
the liberal terms on which the tariff controversy 
was settled, and the fidelity with which I have ad- 
hered to it; and the system of fortifications for the 
defence of our harbors, which I projected and com- 
menced, and which is soimportant to the two great 
interests of commerce and navigation, in which his 
section has so deepastake. ‘To which I might add 
many more; but these are sufficient for one, repre- 
sented as so sectional, against the blank list of the 
senator in relation to my section, with all his claim 
to ardent and universal patriotism. If we turn to 
the west, iny course will at least bear comparison 
with his for liberality towards that great and grow- 
ing section of our country. To pass over other in- 
stances, Lask him what meastire of his can be com- 

ared with the cession I have proposed of the pub- 
ic lands to the new states on the liberal conditions 
proposed? It isa measure, above all other, calcula- 
ted to promote their interest, to elevate their cha- 
racter, to terminate their political dependence, and 
to raise them to a complete equality with the old 
states for the mutual benefit of us and them, but 
which, sectional, as I am represented to be, proved 
too liberal for the senator, with all his wide-extend- 
ed and ardent attachment to the whole union. 

But it seeins that [ mean something very sinister 
in my call on the south to unite, and the senator 
very significantly asks me what is meant. I have 
nothing to disguise, and will readily answer. If he 
would look at home, and open his eyes to the sys- 
tematic and incessant attacks made on our peace 
and quiet by his constituents; if he would reflect 
on his threat to renew the system of oppression 
from which we have freed ourselves with such diffi- 
culty and danger, and bear in mind that we are the 
weaker section, and, without union among our- 
selves, we cannot resist danger that surrounds us, 
he will see that there is neither mystery nor danger 
inthe call. I go farther. Our unionis not only ne- 
ce:sary to our safety and oy bean but is also to 
the successful operation of oursystem. We con- 
stitute the check to its over-action; and, as expe- 
rience proves, the only power through which, when 
disordered, reformation can be peacefully effected. 
Our union is dangerous to none, and salutary toall. 
Vhe machine never works well when the south is 
divided, nor badly when it is united. 

Tne senator next tells us that I declared I would 
march off under the state rights banner, which he 

by askin 


by as 


vw 


9 **-«m» easy task, by misstating or garb- 


to impugn my patriotism and to boast of 








a ee sendin sapere 


ling, to distort the most elevated or correct senti- 
ment. In this case the senator, by selecting a sin- 
gle member of the sentence, and throwing a stron 
emphasis on ‘‘off,” gave a meaning directly the 
opposite of representing me as abandoning the 
cause of the constitution and country, and himself 
as being their champion, which it seems was suffi- 
cient for his purpose. The declaration is taken 
from my opening speech at the extra session; and 
that the senate may judge for itself, I shall give the 
entire passage: 

“We are about to take a fresh start. I move off un- 
der the state rights banner, and go in the direction in 
which I have been so long moving. I seize the oppor- 
tunity thoroughly to reform the government; to bring it 
back to its original principles; to retrench, economise, 
and rigidly to enforce accountability. I shall oppose 
strenuously all attempts to originate a new debt, to 
create a national bank, to reunite the political and mo- 


ney power, (more dangerous than church and state,) in 
any. form or shape.” 


hat is what I did declare, and which the sena- 
tor represents as deserting the constitution and 
country; and this is the way I am usually answer- 
ed. I know not whether I have greater cause to 
complain or rejoice at the fact that there is scarcely 
an argument or sentiment of mine, which is at- 
tempted to be met, that is not garbled, or misstated. 
If I have reason to complain of the injustice, I have 
at the same time the pleasure to refiect that it is a 
high implied compliment to the truth and correct- 
ness of what I say. 

There still remains an important chapter to com- 
plete the comparison between the public character 
of the senator and myself; I mean the part which 
we took in the late war between Great Britain and 
thiscountry. I intended at one time toenter on it, 
and to trace the rise and progress of the war, with 
its various vicissitudes of disasters and victories, 
and the part which the senator and his political as- 
sociates acted at that important period; but those 
are by-gone events, belonging to the historian, in 
whose hands I am content to leave them, and shall 
not recur to them, unless the senator hereafter 
shall provoke me by a renewal of his attack. 

Having now dispatched the personalities of the 
senator, I turn next to his argument, which, as I 
have stated, consists of three parts; the prelimina- 
ry discourse on credit and banks; the discussion of 
the question at issue; and the reply to my remarks 
at this and theextrasession. I shall consider each, 
as I have begun, in the reverse order. The argu- 
ment of the senator is indeed so miscellaneous and 
loosely connected, that it is a matter of but little 
importance in what order it is considered. 

When he announced his intention to reply to my 
remarks, both at this and the extra session, I anti- 
cipated that they would be met fully, if not satis- 
factorily, point by point. Guess, then, my sur- 
prise, on finding him pass by, without even atteimpt- 
ing an answer to the numerous objections which I 
made to the union of the political and money pow- 
er, as affecting the morals, the politics, the currency, 
the industry, and prosperity of the country, which, 
if the fourth part be true, is decisive of the ques- 
tion, and noticing but two out of the long list, in 
his reply. If we may judge of the strength of those 
which he has passed over by his own inconclusive 
answer (as I shall presently show) to the two 
which heselected, my argument may be pronounc- 
ed to be impregnable. I shall begin with his re- 
ply to my remarks at the present session. 

It will be remembered, among other objections 
against the connexion with the banks, I urged that 
the government had no right to make a general de- 
posite in bank, or receive the notes of banks in the 
public dues. I placed the first on the ground, that 
when public money was placed in deposite in banks, 
and passed to the credit of the government, it was, 
if ever, in the treasury; and that it could not be 
drawn out and used for any purpose, unless under 
an appropriation made by law, without violating an 
express provision of the constitution, which pro- 
vides that no money should be drawn out of the 
treasury, but in consequence of appropriation by 
law. I then urged, that to place money in general 
deposite in banks, with the implied understanding 
always attached to such transactions, that they 
would have the right to draw it out and use it as 
they please, till called for by the government, was 
a manifest violation of this provision of the consti- 
tution. 

In support of the other objection against receiving 
of bank notes in the public dues, I laid down the 
known and fundamental rule of construction on all 
questions touching the powers of this government, 
that it had no right to exercise any but such as are 
expressly given by the constitution, or that may be 
necessary to carry into effect the granted powers. 
I then insisted that no such power was granted, nor 
was its exercise necessary to carry any granted 
power into effect, and concluded, that the power 











$$ —— 
could not be exercised unless cumprehended y 
one or the other head. To which I added the fart 


g | ther objection, that if we had the right to receive 


the notes of state banks in our dues as cas} it 
would necessarily involve the right of taking them 
under our control and regulation, which "would 
bring this government necessarily into conflict with 
the reserved rights of the states; and to this I add. 
ed, that the receipt of the bank notes by the gov- 
ernment tended to expel gold and silver from cir. 
culation, and depreciate and render their value more 
fluctuating, and, of course, could not be reconciled 
with the object of the express power given to con. 
gress to coin money, and regulate the value thereof 
to which it is as repugnant in its effects, as the de. 
basing or the clipping the current coin would be 

I, at the same time, conceded that the practice of 
the government had been the opposite froin its com- 
mencement. Such are my reasons, and how haye 
they been met? 

The senator commenced by stating, that he would 
consider the two objections together, as they were 
connected; but, instead of that, he never uttered 
another word in relation to the right of making q 
general depusite. That was surrendered without 
an attempt to meet my objections, which at least 
proved his discretion. He nextundertock to show 
that precedents were in favor of receiving bank 
notes, which I had conceded, and no one disputed, 
Among other things, he stated, 1 was the first to 
authorize the receiving of bank notes by law, and, in 
proof, referred to my amendment to the joint reso. 
lution of 1816, which authorizes the receipt of the 
notes of specie paying banks in the dues of the 
government. He stated, that the resolution, as 
proposed by himself, provided that nothing but 
vold and silver and the notes of the United 
States Bank should be received, and that my 
amendment extended it to the notes of state 
banks. This is all true, but is not the whole truth, 
He forgut to inform the senate that, at the time, 
the notes of non-specie payiug banks, as well as 
specie-paying, were received in the dues of the 
government, and that my amendment limited, in- 
stead of enlarging, the existing practice. He also 
forgot to state that, without my amendment, the 
notes of the United States Bank would have been 
exclusively received in the public dues, and that I 
was unwilling to bestow a monopoly of such im- 
mense value on that institution, which would have 
been worth ten times the amount of the bonus it 
gave for its charter. 

After bestowing much time to establish what 
none denied, the senator at length came to the ar- 
gument; and what do you suppose were the con- 
vincing reasons he urged against my _ positions? 
Why, simply, that he had no time to reply to them! 
with which, and the erroneous assertion that 1 had 
denied that the government could exercise any in- 
cidental power, he passed over all the weiglity ob- 
jections I had urged against the constitutionality of 
receiving and treating bank notes as cash in the 
public dues. It was thus he met the only argu- 
ment he attempted to answer of the many and 
strong ones which I have urged in support of my 
opinion on this important question, aud to which 
he proposed to make a formal reply. 

I shall next notice the reply he attempted to my 
remarks at the late session. And here, again, he 
selected a single argument, and to which his an- 
swer was not less inconclusive and unsatisiactory 
than to that which I have just considered. Aiong 
other objections to the union of the government 
with the banks, I stated that it would tend to cen- 
tralize the circulation and exchanges of the country, 
to sustain which, I showed that no small portion of 
the credit and circulation of the banks depended 
on the public deposites, and the fact that the gov- 
ernment received and treated their notes as cash in 
its dues. I then showed that it was that portion 
which pre-eminently gave a control] over the e1cu- 
lation and exchanges of the country. In_illustra- 
tion, I asked if the government, when it first went 
into operation, had selected a merchant of New 
York, and entered into a contract with bim that he 
should have the free use of the public revenue from 
the time it was collected till it was disbursed, and 
that nothing but his promissory notes, except gold 
and silver, should be received in the public dues, 
whether it would not give him a great and decided 
control over the circulation and exchanges of the 
country, accompanied with advantages to the port 
where he resided over all others? I next asked, 
whether the location of a bank of the United 
States at the same place, with the same privileges, 
would not give equal control and advantages? 
Nay, much greater, as, in addition, it would con- 


centrate at the same place an immense amount: of 


capital collected from every portion of the country. 
Such was my argument, which the senator, 
months after it was delivered, undertakes to con- 
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alas 
trovert; but, I must say, for my life, I could not 
uuderstand his reasons. He lost his usual clearness, 
and became vague and obscure, as any one must 
who attempts to refute what is so perfectly evident. 
To escape from this difficulty, he, with his usual 
address, confounded what I had said on another sub- 
ject, with another point, which he thought more ea- 
sily answered, and against which he directed his 
attack. He stated that I proposed a government 
aper; and then insisted that it would be the union 
of the political and money power, and would do 
more to centralize the currency and exchanges than 
the connection of the government with the banks. 

Now, unfortunately for the senator, I proposed 
no such thing, and expressed no notion of the kind, 
nor any thing like it. He may search every speech 
I have delivered at this and the extra session, and 
be can find nothing to justify his assertion. To 
put this beyond all dispute, I will quote what I did 
gay, and the only thing that I ever did that could 
afford him even a pretext for his assertions. The 
extracts are taken from my reimarks at the extra 
session. 

“J intend to propose nothing. It would be impossible, 
with so great a weight of opposition to pass any mea- 
sure without the entire support of the administration; 
and, if it were, it ought not to be attempted when so 
much must depend on the mode of execution. The 
best measure that could be devised might fail, and im- 
pose a heavy responsibility on its author, unless it met 
with the hearty approbation of those who are to exe- 
cute it. Ithen intend merely to throw out suggestions, 
in order to excite the reflections of others,” &c. 

“Believing that there might be a sound and safe pa- 
per currency founded on the credit of the government 
exclusively. I was desirous that those who are respon- 
sible and have the power should have availed them- 
selves of the opportunity of the lemporury deficit in the 
treasury, and the postponement of the fourth instal- 
ment intended to be deposited with the-states, to use 
them as the means of affording a circalation for the 
present relief of the country and the banks, during the 
process of separating them from the government,” &c. 

Here is not a word about proposing; on the con- 
trary, I expressly stated, I propose nothing; that 
I but threw out suggestions for reflection. lnstead 
of excluding all paper from circuiation, I suggest- 
ed the use (not of treasury notes, as he stated, or 
any other paper containing a promise to pay mo- 





ney) but simply one which should containa promise | 


to be received in the dues of the government; and 
that, too, only to the extent necessary to meet the 
temporary deficit of the treasury, and to alleviate the 
process of separating from the banks; and this he 
has arbitrarily construed and perverted to suit his 
purpose in the manner I have shown! 

It is a great misfortune that there should be 
brouzht into this chamber the habits contracted at 
the bar, where advocates contend for victory, with- 


out being scrupulous about the means; while here | 


the only object ought to be truth and the good of 
the country. All other considerations ought to be 
forgotten within these walls, and the only struggle 
ought to be to ascertain what is true and calculated 
to promote the honor and happiness of the commu- 
nity. Great individual injustice is dune by such 
misstateinents of arguments. The senator’s speech 
will be published and circulated in quarters where 
my correction of his statements will never reach; 
and thousands will attribute opinions to me that I 
never uttered nor entertained. 

The suggestions which he has so perverted have 
been a favorite topic of attack on the part of the 
senator, but he has never yet stated nor met what 
I really said truly and fairly; and, after his many 
and unsnecessful attempts to show what I suggest. 
ed to be erroneous, I now undertake to affirm posi- 
tively, and without the least fear, that I can be an- 
Swered, what heretofore I have but suggested; that 
a paper issued by government, with the simple pro- 
mise to receive it in allits dues, leaving its credit- 
ors to take it, or gold and silver, at their option, 
would, to the extent that it would circulate, form 
a perfect paper circulation, which could not be 
abused by the government, and would be as steady 
and uniform in value as the metals themselves, and 
that, if, by possibility, it shonld depreciate, the loss 
Would fail, not on the people, but on the govern- 
ment itself; for the only effect of depreciation 
Would be virtually to reduce the taxes, to prevent 
Which the interest of the government would bea 
Sufficient guaranty. I shall not go into the discus- 
Sion now, but ona suitable occasion I shall be able 
fo make good every word I have uttered. I would 
be able to do more, to prove that it is within the 
Constitutional power of congress to use such a pa- 
per, in the management of its finances, according 
to the most rigid rule of construing the constitution; 
and that those, at least, who think that congress 
Can authorize the notes of private state corpora- 
tions tobe received in the public dues, are estop- 
- from denying its right to receive its own paper. 

it can virtually endorse by law, on the notes of 


specie-paying banks, ‘“‘receivable in payment of 
the public dues,” it surely can order the same 
“alle to be written on a blank piece of paper. 

Such is the character of the paper I suggested, 
and which the senator says would do more to cen- 
tralize the circulation and exchanges than the union 
of the governinent and the banks, which, however, 
he signally failed to prove. That it would have a 
greater tendency than the exclusive receipt in its 
dues of gold and silver, I readily acknowledge, and 
to that extent I think it objectionable; for I do not 
agree with the senator that there should be some 
one great emporium, which should have control of 
the commerce, currency, and exchanges of the 
union. I hold it desirablein neither a political nor 
commercial point of view, and to be contrary to the 
genius of our institutions and the spirit of the con- 
stitution, which expressly provides, among other 
things, that no preference should be given to the 
ports of one state over another. But that a receiv- 
able paper, such as I suggested, would have a 
greater, or as great tendency to centralize the com- 
merce and currency of the country as the union 
with the banks, I utterly deny; and if I had no 
other reason, the vehement opposition of the sena- 
for, who approves of such tendency, would be con- 
clusive; but there are others that are decisive. 

The centralizing tendency of such a paper would 
result exclusively from the facility it would afford 
to remittance from distant portions of the union, in 
which respect it would stand just on a par with 
bank notes when received in the dues of the pub- 
lic; while the latter would, in addition, give to the 
favored port where the mother bank might be loca- 
ited, (or the head of the league of state banks,) the 

immense profits from the use of the public depo- 
sites, and the still greater from having their notes 
received in government dues. The two united 
would afford unbounded facilities in the pay- 
ment of custom-house bonds, and give millions of 
profit annually, derived exclusively from the use 
of government credit. This great facility and vast 


increase of profit would give a great and decided | 





advantage to the commerce of the section where 
| the head of the system might be located, and which, 
ina great measure, accounts for the decay of the 
commerce of the south, where there were no banks, 
when this government was established, and which, 
of course, gave to the other section exclusively all 


the benefit derived from the connection. If specie 





had from the first been exclusively received in the | 


‘public dues, the present commercial inequality 
_would never have existed; and I may add, it never 
will cease till we return to the constitutional cur- 
'rency. What the senator has said as to the union 
of the political and money powers, and the tenden- 
cy to extravagance from the use of treasury notes 
and their depreciation, is so clearly inapplicable to 
‘the description of paper I suggested, that I do not 
deem it necessary to waste words in reply to it. 
Having now repelled his reply to my remarks at 
this and the extra session, I shall next proceed to 
notice his argument on the question under discus- 
sion, which, extraordinary as it may seem, consti- 
‘tutes by far the most meagre and inconsiderable 
portion of his speech. The structure he reared 
with so much labor, is composed of a little centre 
building, of some twenty or thirty feet square, 
with an extended wing on each side, and a huge 
portico in front. Ihave, I trust, effectually demol- 
ished the wings, and propose next to gothrough the 
same process withthe centre building. 


As long as was the speech, it contained but three, 
or, at the utmost, four arguments, directly applica- 
ble to the question under discussion; of which two 
‘have again and again been repeated by him every 
time he has addressed the senate; another was 
‘drawn from an argument of mine in favor of the 
(bill, which the senator has misstated, and pressed 

into his service against it, and the other is neither 
altogether new, nor very well founded, or. from its 
character, of much force. I shall begin with it. 

The senator objected to the collection of the pub- 
lic dues in gold and silver, because, as he con- 
ceives, it would be exceedingly inconvenient; in 
proof of which, and in order to present as strong a 
picture as possible, he went into minute calcula- 
tions and details. He first supposed that the ave- 
rage peace revenue would be equal to thirty millions 
annually, and the average deposites to twenty-one. 
He then estimated that this vast sum would have to 
be counted at least five times in the year, and then 
estimated that it would require eight hundred 
thousand dollars to be counted daily, which would 
require a host of officers, in his opinion, to perform 
the task. The answer to all this is easy. In the 
first place, the senator has over-estimated the aver- 
age receipts by at least one hundred percent. Fif- 
teen millions ought to be much nearer the truth 
than thirty. Even that I regarded as exceeding 
what the expenditure ought to be; and I venture to 











assert, that no administration which expends more 
on an average for the next few years can maintain 
itself, unless there should be some unexpected de- 
mand on the treasury. In the next place, twenty- 
one inillions is at least five times too large for the 
average ae a Should this bill pass, three mil- 
lions would be much nearer the truth. We shall 
hear no more of Po eet when the revenue is 
collected in gold and silver. This would make a 
great deduction in his estimate of the trouble and 
labor in counting. But I give the senator his own 
estimate, and ask him if he never heard of other 
and shorter modes than counting, of ascertaining 
the amount in coins? Does he not know that it 
can be ascertained with as much certainty and ex- 
actness by weight as by counting, and with more 
despatch, when the amount is large, in coins than 
in his favorite bank notes? If I am not misinform- 
ed, it is the mode adopted at the English exche- 
quer, and that it is done with the greatest possible 
promptitude by experienced individuals; so that his 
formidable objection vanishes. 


But the senator next tells us, that I stated, in my 
remarks, that the bill, should it pass, would place 
the banks and the government in antagonist rela- 
tion to each other, which he considers as a very 
weighty objection to it. I again must correct his 
statement. I made no such remark. I indeed said, 
when the banks were connected with the govern- 
ment, they hada direct interest in increasing its 
fiscal action. The greater the revenue and expen- 
ditures, and the larger the surplus, the greater 
would be their profit, but, when they were separa- 
ted, the reverse would take place. Thatthe greater 
amount of gold and silver collected and withdrawn 
from circulation, the less would be left for banking 
operations, and, of course, the less their profit; and 
that in one case they would be the allies, and, in 
the other, the opponents of the government, as far 
as its fiscal action was concerned; or, to express it 
more concisely, when united with the government, 
they would be on the side of the tax-consumers, 
and when separated, on that of the tax-payers. 
Such were my remarks; and now I ask, is it not 
true? Can any one deny it? Or admitting its 
truth, can its importance bedisputed? Were there 
no other reasons in favor of the bill, I would consi- 
der this of itself decisive. It would be almost im- 
possible to preserve our free institutions, with the 
weight of the entire banking system thrown on the 
side of high taxes and extravagant disbursements, 
or to destroy itif thrown into the opposite scale. 

But the senator regards the expression of tax- 
consumers and tax-payers as mere catch-words, of 
dangerous import, and tending to divide society in- 
to the hostile parties of rich and poor. I take a 
very different view. I hold that the fiscal action of 
the government must necessarily divide the com- 
munity into the two great classes of tax-payers and 
tax-consumers. Taking taxation and disburse- 
ments together, and itis unavoidable that one por- 
tion of the community must pay into the treasury, 
in the shape of taxes, more than they receive back 
in disbursements, and another must receive more 
than they pay. This is the great disturbing prin- 
ciple in all governments, especially those that are 
free, around which all other causes of political di- 
visions and distractions finally rally. Were it other- 
wise, if the interest of every portion and class of 
the community was the same in reference to taxa- 
tion and disburseinents, nothing would be more 
easy than to establish and preserve free institutions; 
but as itis, it is the most difficult of all tasks, as 
history and experience prove. This principle of 
disorder lies deep in the nature of men and society; 
and extends equally to private associations as to 
political communities. There will necessarily 
spring up in both @ slockholding and direction in- 
terest; the latter of which, without wise provisions 
and incessant vigilance, will absorb the former, of 
which the winding up of many a bank will prove. 

The two remaining arguments of the senator 
have been often asserted and as often refuted; and 
I shall depatch them with a few words. He tells 
us, as he has often done, that we are bound to re- 
gulate the currency; and that the constitution has 
given to congress the express power to regulate it; 
with many other expressions of similar import. It 
is manifest, that the whole argument turns on the 
ambiguity of the word currency. If, by it, is 
meant the current coin of the United States, no one 
can doubt that congress has the rightto regulate it. 
The power is expressly given by the constitution, 
which says, in so many words, that it shall have 

ower to coin money and regulate the valve there- 
of; but if it is intended to include bank notes, as 
must be the intention of the senator, there is no 
such express power given in the constitution. It 
is a point to be proved and not assumed, and every 
attempt of the senator to prove it has ended in sig. 
nal failure. He has not, and cannot, meet the an- 
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swer which he received from the senator from 
Pennsylvania at the extra session, and his repetition 
of the assertion, afterso decisive an answer, serves 
but to prove how much more easy it often is to re- 
fute an argument than to silence him who advanced 
it. But I do not despair even oi silencing the sena- 
tor. There is one whose authority on this point I 
am sure he must respect: I mean himself. When 
the bill granting a charter to the late United States 
Bank was under discussion in the other house, in 
1816, he then took the opposite side, and argued 
with great force, against the very right for which 
he now so obstinately contends. He then main- 
tained that the framers of the constitution were 
hard money men; that currency meant the cur- 
rent coin of the United States; and that congress 
has no right to make any other. But the senator 
shall speak for himself; and that he may be heard 
in his own words, I shall read an extract from his 
speech delivered at the time: 

‘* Mr. Webster first addressed the house. He re- 
gretted the manner in which this debate had been com- 
menced, ou a detached feature of the bill, and not on a 

uestion affecting the principle; and expressed his fears 
that a week or two would be lost in the discussion of 
this question, to no purpose, inasmuch as it might ulti- 
mately end in the rejection of the Lill. He proceeded to 
reply to the arguments of the advocates of the bill. It 
was a mistaken idea, he said, which he had heard ut- 
tered On this subject, that we were about to reform the na- 
tional currency. No nation had a better currency, he 
said, than the United States; there was no nation 
which had guarded its currency with more care; for the 
framers of the constitution, and those who enacted the 
early statutes on this subject, were hard money men; 
they had felt, and therefore duly appreciuted the evils of 
a paper medium; they, therefore, sedulously guarded 
the currency of the United States from debasement. The 
legal currency of the United States was gold and silver 
coin; this was a subject in regard to which congress 
had run into no folly. 

**What then, he asked, was the present evil? Hav- 
ing a perfectly sound national currency, and the govern- 
ment having no power in fact to make any thing else cur- 
rent bul gold and silver, there had grown up in different 
states a currency of paper, issued py banks, setting out 
with the promise to pay gold andsilver, which they had 
been wholly unable to redeem: the consequence was, 
that there was a mass of paper afloat, of perhaps fifty 
millions, which sustained no immediate relation to the 
legal currency of the country—a paper which will not 
enable any man to pay money he owes to his neigh- 


bor, or his debts to the government. The banks had is- | 


sued more money than they could redeem, and the 
evil was severely telt, &c. Mr. W. declined occupying 
the time of the house to prove that there was a depre- 
ciation of the paper in circulation: the legal standard of 
value was gold and silver; the relation of paper to it 
proved its state, and the rate of its depreciation. Gold 
and silver currency, he said, was the fon of the land at 
home, and the law of the world abroad; there could, in the 
present state of the world, he no other currency. In conse- 
quence of the immense paper issues having banished 
specie from circulation, the government had been oblig- 
ed, in direct violation of existing stututes,to receive the 
amount of their taxes in something which was not re- 
cognized by law as the money of the country, and 
which was, in fact, greatly depreciated, &c. This was 
the evil.” 

What can be more decisive? What more point- 
ed? They are the very doctrines which he is in 
the daily habit of denouncing under the name of lo- 
co-foco. The senator may hereafter be regarded as 
the father of the party; and I deeim it not a little 
unnatural that he should be so harsh and cruel to 
his offspring. 

But it may be said that I then advocated the oppo- 
site side. Be it so, and itfollows that his authority 
and mine stand as opposing qualities on the oppo- 
site side of an equation; and [ feel confident that 
the senator will really admit that his will at least be 
sufficient to destroy mine. 

I really acknowledge that my opinion, after the 
lapse of upwards of twenty years, with the light 
which experience in this long period has shed on 


placed in the same state of things that I then was, 
with all my present feelings and views, I could 
hardly have acted differently from what] then did. 

The senator greatly mistakes, in supposing that 
I feel any disposition to repudiate or retract what I 
then said. So far froin it, I have, just cause to be 
proud of the remarks I made on the occasion. It 
put the question for the bank, for the first time, on 
its true basis, as far as this government is concern- 
ed, and the one on which it has ever since stood; 
which is no sinall compliment to one then so inex- 
perienced as myself. All I insist on is, that the re- 
port contains but a very hasty sketch—a mere out- 
line, as the reporter himself says—of my remarks, 
in which four-fifths is omitted, and that it would be 
doing me great injustice to regard it as containing 
a full exposition of my views. But, as brief as it 
is, what is reported cannot be read, ina spirit of 
fairness, withont seeing that I regarded the ques- 
tion at the time as a mere practical one, to be deci- 
ded under all the circumstances of the case, with- 
out involving the higher questions which now, that 
the connection between the government and the 
banks is broken, come rightfully into discussion. 
At that time the only question, as I expressly sta- 
ted, was, not whether we should be connected with 
the bank, for that was existing in full force, but 
whether it was most advisable, admitting the exis- 
tence of the connection, that the United States, as 
well as the separate states, should exercise the 
powerof banking. I nave made these remarks, not 
that Iregard the question of consistency, after so 
great a change of circumstances, of much impor- 
tance, but because I desire to stand where truth 
and justice place me on this great question. 

The last argument of the senator on the question 
at issue was drawn from the provision of the con- 
stitution which gives to congress the right to regu- 
late commerce, and which he says involves the 
right and obligation to furnish a sound circulating 
medium. The train of bis reasoning, as far as | 
could comprehend it, was, that. without a curren- 
ey, commerce could not exist, at least toany consi- 
derable extent, and, of course, there would be 
nothing to regulate; and, therefore, unless congress 
furnished a currency, its power of regulating com- 
merce would become a mere nullity; and from 
which he inferred the right and obligation to fur- 
nish, notonly a currency, but a bank currency! 
Whatever may be said of the soundness of the rea- 
'soning, all must admit that his mode of construing 

the constitution is very bold and novel. To what 
would it lead? The same clause, in that instrument, 
| which gives congress the right to coin money and 
‘regulate the value thereof, gives it also the kindred 
right to fix the standard of weights and measures. 
They are just as essential to the existence of con- 
gress as the currency itself. The yard and the 
bushel are not less important in the exchange of 
commodities, than the dollar and the eagle; and the 
very train of reasoning which would make it the 
right and duty of the governinent to furnish the 
one, would make it equally so, to furnish the 
other. Again: commerce cannot exist without 
ships and other means of transportation. Is the 
government also bound to furnish them? Nor with- 
‘ont articles, or commodities, to be exchanged, cot- 
ton, rice, tobacco, and the various products of agri- 
culture and manufactures. Is it also bound to fur- 
nish them? Nor these in turn, without labor; and 
must that, too, be furnished? If not, [ask the sen- 
ator to make the distinction. Where will he draw 
the line, and on what principles? Does he not see 
that, according to this mode of construction, the 
‘higher powers granted in the constitution would car- 
ry all the inferior, and that this would become a gov- 
ernment of unlimited powers?—Take, for instance, 
the war power, and apply the same mode of con- 
struction to it, aud what power would there be that 
cungress could not exercise—nay, be bound to ex- 
ercise? Intelligence, morals, wealth, numbers, cur- 








the banking system, has undergone considerable | rency, all are important elements of power, and 


changes. It would bestrange if it had not. I see 
more clearly now, than I did, the true character of 


may become so to the defence of the union and 
safety of the country; and, according to the sena- 


a, 
that those who are opposed to the union of the po- 
litical and money power oppose that union with 
other reasons, on the ground that it is unfavorable 
to a full development of the credit system, and dan- 
gerous to the banks themselves, which they believe 
can only be saved from entire destruction by the 
separation; and it follows, of course, al! that he 
said in relation to them is either a begging of the 
question, or irrelevant. But, assuming what he 
said to be applicable, I shall show that it is either 
unfounded in fact, or erroneous in conclusion, 

So far from agreeing with the senator, that what 
he calls bank credit is so much reai capital added 
to the country, I hold the opposite—that banks do 
not add a cent of capital, or credit. Regarded 
strictly, the credit of banks is limited to the capital 
actually paidin. This usually is the only sum for 
which the stockholders are liable; and, without 
what is called banking privileges, they would not 
have a cent of credit beyond thatamount. But the 
capital subscribed and paid is not created by the 
banks. It is drawn out of the general fund of the 
country. Now, I ask, what constitutes its credit 
beyond its capital? In the first place, and mainly, 
itis derived from the fact that both general and 
state governments receive and treat bank notes as 
cash, and thereby, to the extent of their fiscal ac- 
tion, virtually give them the use of their credit. It 
isan existing credit, belonging to them exclusive- 
ly, and is neither created, nor increased, by per- 
initting the banks to use it. In the next place, the 
deposites with the banks, both public and private, 
add a large amount to their credit; but this again is 
either the property or credit of the governmentand 
individuals, which they are permitted to use, and 
which they neither create nor increase. Tinally, 
notes and bonds, or other credits discounted by the 
banks, make up their credit, which are neither 
more nor less than the credit of the drawers and 
endorsers, on which the banks do business. They 
take in the paper or credit of others, payable at a 
|given day, deduct the interest in advance, aud give 
out their own credit or notes, payable on demand, 
‘without interest; that is, the credit of their own 
'paper rests on the credit of the paper discounted, 
‘or taken in exchange. which credit they neither 

vreate nor increase. Ina word, all their credit be- 

yond the capital actuaily paid in, is but the credit 
of the public, or individuals, on which, by what is 
‘called banking privileges, they are permitted to do 
‘business and make profit; and so far from creating 
‘credit or capital, they in fact add not a cent of capi- 
tal or credit to that which previously existed. 

But the senator next tells us that there is three 
bundred millions of banking capital in the union, 
and that it is real bona fide solid capital, as mucn 
'so as the plantations of the south. This is certainly 
‘news to ime. I had supposed that this vast amount 

was little more than a fictitious mass of credit piled 
on credit, in the erection of which, but little specie 
or real capital was used; and that, when a new 
‘bank was created, the wheelbarrow was put in mo- 
‘tion to roll the specie from the old to the new in- 
stitution, till it got fully under way, when it was 
‘rolled back again. But it seems that all this isa 
mistake; that the whole capital is actually paid in 
_cash, and is as solid as terra firma itself. This cer- 
‘tainly is a bold assertion, in the face of facts daily 
‘occurring. There have been, if I mistake not, 
four or five recent bank explosions in the senator’s 
‘own town, in which the whole vanished into thin 
‘air, leaving nothing behind but ruin and desolation. 
What has becoine of that portion of his solid capi- 
tal? Did the senator ever hear of a plantation thus 
‘exploding and vanishing? And I would be glad to 
‘know how large a portion of his three hundred mil- 
‘lions of solid capital will finally escape in the same 
‘way? A few years may enable us to answer this 
question. | 

The senator next, by way of illustration, under- 

took to draw a distinction between bank credit and 
| government credit, or public stocks, in which he 
| was not very successful. It would be no difficult 
| task to prove that they both rest substantially on 








the system and its dangerous tendency; but I owe | tor’s reasoning. the government would have the | debt, and that the government stock may be, aad is 


itto myself and the truth of the cause, to say I 


‘right, and would be in duty bound to take charge 


was, even at that early period, far from being its | of the schools, the pulpits, the industry, the popn- 


advocate, and would then have been opposed to the | lation, as well as the currency of the country; and 


system had it been a new question. But I then re- | these would, comprehend the entire circle of levis- 


garded the connection between the governinent and | 
the banks indissoluble, and acquiesed in a state of | 
things that I could not control, and which I consi- | 
dered as established. The government was then re- | 
ceiving the notes of non-specie-paying banks in its | 
dues, to its own discredit and heavy loss to its cre- | 
ditors. The only practical alternative was at that | 


of the United States, asa fiscal agent of the gov- 


ernment. I preferred then, as T now do, the latter | 


lation, and leave the state governments as useless 
appendages of the system. 

Having now, I trust, taken down to the ground 
the little centre building, with its four apartments, 
nothing remains of the entire structure but the 
huge portico in front, and on which I shall next 


‘to agreat extent. actually applied in the same 
| mode, as bank credit in the use of exchanges and 
‘business. Itin fact constitutes, to a great extent, 
the very basis of banking operation; but, after hav- 
ing occupied the senate so long, it would be un- 
reasonable to consume their time on what was 1n- 
troduced as a mere illustration. 
The senator next undertook to prove the im- 
mense advantage of banking institutions. He ask- 
ed what would be done with the surplus capital of 





: commence the work of demolition. The senator | the country, if it could not be invested Ip bank 
period between a league of state banks and a bank | opened his discourse on credits and banks, by as-; stocks? In this new and growing country, with 


serting that bank credit was. in truth and reality, . 
so much capital actually added to the communit: 


to the former, as inore efficient, and not a whit DT waive the objection, that ueither credit, nor the || y reg ; : 
more unconstitutional; and, if I now were again‘ banking system, is involved in the question; and | immense demand for labor for every branch of bust- 


millions on millions of lands, of the best quality, 
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———— 
— last question I ever expected to hear ask- 
pesss that propounded by the senator. I had sup- 

is the great ditficulty was to find capital, and 
ed to dispose of it; and that this difficuly had 
ul er of the main reasons assigned in favor of 
een O11 


; ing system. : 
the bank Be vefit ne attributes to the system was 


pos 


warmly as he now does the separation of the go-| dependence is to be put on this rule, we have a 
verniment from the banks. I tell the senator that} strong illustration in the late catastrophe, under 
the time is coming, when his present defence of the | which the country is now sutfering. ‘he exchang- 
banking system, as it is now organized, will be | es remained in our favor till the very last; and be- 
considered as extraordinary as we now would re-| fore the rule, on which the senator so confidently 
gard a defence of the old and exploded system of | relies, could be applied, the shock was felt and the 


The next colonial paper money. He seems not to see that| banks ingulfed; and this will ever be the case, 
the vast anount of lands, which had passed out of | the system has reached a point, where great cbang- | when preceded by a general expansion in the com- 


hands of the public into that of individuals of 
* whic he estimated, during the last three 





es are unavoidable; and without which, the whole; mercial world, such as preceded the late. 
will explode. The state of its manhood and vigor| The cause of that coumenced on the other side 


at at thirty-six inillions of acres, forming asur- | has pass-d, and it is now far advanced in that of! of the Atlantic, and originated mainly in the pro- 
se equal in extent to England, and which he decrepitude. The whole system must be reformed, | visions on which the recharter of the Bank of 
ace 


4 would rise in value greatly, in consequence | 
se ir passing into private hands. ‘That this iim- 
“~ casiet’ eis been effected by the banks, [| 
ne but that it is to be considered an advantage | 
ee woe [ certainly never expected to hear | 
ont any where, especially on this floor, and by | 


vne so intelligent as the senator. I had supposed it | 


or itmust perish in the natural course of events.—)| England was renewed; which greatly favored ex. 
The first step toward its renovation is the measure | tension of banking operations in a country which 
he denounces in such unmeasured terms—the sepa-| may be considered as the centre of the commercial 
ration from the government; andthe next a separa- | system of the world. The effect of these provi- 
tion between discount and circulation, The two} sions was a depreciation of the value of gold and 
are incompatible; and so long as they are united, | silver there, and their consequent expulsion to other 
those frequeént vicissitudes of contractions and ex- | countries, and especially to ours, which turned the 


‘ ‘ et ara ee . ; “ wht . bcp tivad - sip % : a adie a4 ‘ 
was infinitely better for the community at large, | pansions, to which bank circulation is so subject,) exchange with England in our favor; and which, in 


wad particularly for those notin affluent circum- | 
hat the lands should re.nain in possession | 


stances, | | 
of the voverninent than of speculators, till wanted 
eo] 


for settlement; and that one cf the most decided | 
gpjections to our banking system is, that it be-| 


come 
transfers, whenever the currency becoines exces- | 


ive. This is a point not without interest, and [| 


s the instrument of making such immense | 


and which is rapidly bringing it into discredit, inust| combination with other causes, the removal of the 
continue to increase in freqnency and intensity, till | deposites and the expiration of the charter of the 
it shall become as completely discredited as con- | late Bank of the United States, was followed by a 
tinental money. | great corresponding expansion of our banking sys- 

The senator seems not to be entirely unaware of tem. The result of this state of things was,ayreat 
the danger to which the system is exposed from its | increase of the liabilities of the banks, compared 
frequent vibrations and catastrophes. He tells us, with their specie in both countries, which laid the 
by way of apology, that had it not been for the train for the explosion. The Bank of England 


must ask the senate to bear with ine, while I pause specie circular the present catastrophe would not! first took the alarm, and began to prepare to meet 


fora few moments to explain it. 


have occurred. ‘That it hastened it, [ do not in the | the threatened calamity. It was unavoidable, and 


q fect of an expanding currency is to raise least doubt; but that we should have escaped with-/| the only question was, where it should fall. The 
[hee p D> y ) P yq 


prices, andto put speculation im motion. 


He who! out it, I wholly deny. 
buys, in a short time seers to realize a fortune, and | sion lay deep—far beneath the cireular, and nothing | 
every one is on the look-out to make successful in- | 


The causes of the explo-| weakness of our system, and the comparative 
r/ strength of theirs, turned the shock on ours, but of 
but the most efficient measures, during the session | the approach of which, the exchanges gave, as I 


vestments, and thus prices receive a constant up-| immediately alter the removal of the deposites, | have stated, no indications almost to the last mo- 


ward impulse, with the exception of the public’! 
lands, the price of which is fixed at $1 25, except- | 
jag such as are sold at public auction. The rise of | 
“oO 


other landed property soon creates a new demand 
for the public lands; and speculation commences 


are made, and the revenue of the government in 
creases in proportion to the increased sales. 
payment is nadein bank notes, and these pass froin 
the land otlices to the deposite banks, aud consti- 


does it exhibit? 
its giant operations in that quarter. Vast purchases | 


could have prevented it. That was the crisis, which} inent. And even then, so artificial are exchanges, 
having passed without doing any thing, what has) and so liable to be influenced by other causes, be- 
since followed was inevitable. But adinitting what’! sides the excess of currency on one side, and the 
he says to be true, what a picture of the system | deficit onthe other, after it began to show unfavora- 
How frail, how unstable uiust it) ble indications, we all remember that a single indi- 
be, when a single act of the executive could bring) vidual, at the head of a state institution, I] mean 


it to the ground, and spread ruin over the country?) Mr. Biddle, by appearing in New York, and bring- 
The | 


And shall we again renew our connexion with such! ing into market bonds on Englane, drawn on time, 
a systein, so liable froin the slightest cause tosuch| turned the current and restored the exchange. All 
disasters? Does it not conclusively show that there this conclusively proves, that when there is a gene- 


ee 


. 
——- 


ate la ae Es ee. Ste 


a “SET 
ee ee eee eieneg ty amt 


[id nd 


in Pe ee 6 


; 
4 


Vey wr eS eT CCS 


\Y 


tutea large surplus for new banking tacilities and | is some deep and inherent defect in its very con-| ral expansion, (the most dangerous of all,) ex- 
accommodations. Applicants from all quarters! stitution, whien renders it too unsafe to confide in, changes give no indication of the approach of dan- 
pressin to partake of the rich harvest, and the)! without some radical and thorongh reform? i ger, and, of course, their regulation, on which the 
' notes repass into the hands of speculators to be re-| The senator himself seems conscious of this. He | senator relies, affords no protection against it. 
‘invested inthe purchase of public lands. They | entered into the question of itsexpansionsandcon-| I might go further, and show that at no time is it 
again pass through the hands of receivers, and | tractions,and suggested several remedies to correct to be relied on as the index of the relative expan- 
thence to the banks, and again to the speculators, | an evil, which none can deny, and which all must! sion or contraction in different countries, and that 
© and every revolution of the wheel increases the see, if not corrected, must end in the final over-| it is liable to be influenced by many circumstances 
' swelling tide, which sweeps away millions of the throw of the system. He told us that the retnedy | besides those to which I have alluded, soine of which 
choicest acres from the government to the nonopo- | was to be found in the proportion between bullion are fleeting, and others more permanent. It. pre- 
_ lizers for bank notes, which in the end prove as | and circulation, and that the proper rule to enforce | snpposes the perfect fluidity of currency, and that 
worthless as the paper on which they are written. the due proportion between the two, was, when ex- it 13 not liable to be obstructed or impeded by natu- 
Had this process not been arrested, by the deposite | change was against us, for the banks to curtail. J ral or artificial causes in its ebbs and flows, which 
act of 1336, and had the banks avoided an explo- | admit that the disease originates in the undue pro | is far from beiug true, as _T have already shown in 
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sion, ina short time the whole of the public do-| portion, not between bullion and circulation, but) the instance of Mr. Biddle’s operation preceding 


» ain, the precious inheritance of the people of this 


union and their descendants, would have passed 


between it and the liabilities of the banks, includ-| the late shock. In fact, it may be laid down asa 
ing deposites as well as cireulation, (the former is| rule, that where the currency consists of converti- 


through the same process with the thirty-six mil-| even more important than the latter,) and that the) ble paper, resting on a gold and silver basis, the 
' lions of acres which the senator so highly com- | remedy must consist in enforcing that proportion. ‘small portion of specie which may be required to 
mends. What took place then will again take! But two questions here present themselves: what) uphold the whole has its fluidity obstructed by so 
place, at the very next swell of the paper tide, un-| is that due proportion? and how is it, under our many and such powerful causes, as to afford no cer- 
less, indeed, this bill should become a law, which) system of banking to be enforced? There is one| tain criterion of the relative expansion of the cur- 
would prove an etfectual check againstitsrecurrence, | proportion which we know to be safe, and that is,; rency between it and other countries, and, of 
The senator next attributes our extraordinary | when for every dollar of liabiiity there is one dollar! course, afford no certain rule of regniating bank- 
advance inimprovement and prosperity to the bank- | in bullion or specie; but this would bring us back’ ing operations. The subject is one that would re- 
‘ins system. He puts down as nothing our free in- | again to the old, honest, and substantial bank of quire more time todiscuss than I can bestow on 
stitutions; the security in which the people enjoy Amsterdam, so much abnsed by all the advocates of | the present occasion; but of its truth we have a 
their rights, the vast extent of our country; and banks of discount. If that proportion be transcend. | strong illustration in the state of things preceding 
the lertility of its soil, and the energy, industry, | ed—if we admit two, or three, to one, to be the due} the late shock, when, as I have stated, the exchang- 
and enterprise of the stock from which we are de-| proportion, or any other that would make bauking | es remained favorable to the banks, while the vast 
scended. All these, it seems, are as dust. The! more profitable and eligible than the inere loaning) amount of our imports, and the unusual character 
\nks are every thing, and without them we would | of money or other pursuits of society, the evil un-| of many of the articles imported, cl-arly indicated 
have been little advanced in improvement or pros-|der which we now suifer would continue. Too) that our currency was relatively greatly expanded, 
Perity. Itis much more easy to assign our pros-| much capital would continue to flow into banking, cémpared with those countries with which we have 
perity to the banking system than to prove it. That! to be again followed by the excess of the system,| commercial re!ations. 
Nits early stages it contributed to give an impulse | with all its train of disasters. Butadmit that such) To correct the defects of the system, the senator 
lo industry and improvement [ do not deny; but! would not be the fact, how are we to compel the _must go much deeper. The evil lies in its strong 
at, In its present excess, it impedes rather than | twenty-six states of this union to enforce the due | tendency to increase; and that again, in the extra- 
Promotes either, I hold to be certain. That weare | proportion, all of which exercise the right of estab- | ordinary and vast advantages which are conferred 
Hot indebted to it for our extraordinary advance and | lishing banks at pleasure, and on such principles, on it, beyond all other pursuits of the community, 
iMprovements, wholly or mainly, there is an argu- | as they may choose to adopt? It can only be done) which, if not diminished, must terminate in its ut- 
Ment, which I regard as decisive. Before the re-| by an amendment of the constitution; and is there | ter destruction, or an entire revolution in our social 
team. we had no banks, and yet our improve-| any one so wild and visionary as to believe that) and political system. It is not possible that the 
rreat and prosperity, all things considered, were as there is the least prospect of such an amendinent? | wreat body of the community will patiently bear 
eemuiterior to it, as since, whether we regard the Let gentlemen, who acknqwledge the defect, before | that the currency, which ought to be the most sta- 
. terse he population or wealth. At that time | they insiston are-union with asystem acknowledzed ble of all things, should be the most fluctuating and 
ewduiin un nove was to be seen, and the whole cir- | to be exposed, as it now stands, to sach frequent uncertain; and that, too, in defiance of positive 
colsneat consisted either of goid and silver, or the | and dangerous vicissitudes, first apply a remedy provisions in the constitution, which all acknow- 
cially t! Paper money, which all now, and espe-| and remove the defect, and then ask for our co-| ledze were intended to give it the greatest possible 
© senator, considers so worthless. 
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senator I Had the | operation. stability. 

oo, HVved during that period, he might with| But the senator tells as that the means of entore- ars 

equal Terr Mid (a > fe fe a “ss hone : . IIT Y FTE’ NGRESS 
V'\ plausibility, have attributed all the improve- | ing the dne proportion is to be found in the reguia- | PWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 


“it and prosperity of the country to the old colo. ! tion of theexchanes, and for this purpose the only! SECOND SESSION--SENATE. 

| to curtatl when [The report in the case of Mr. Ruggles was made 
re or im- exchanges are arainst us, and, as a counterpart, I by Mr. White, and not by Mr. Grundy, as stated in 
‘ , > 7 > , . - ‘ Ls, ~semenunte 20 

as an overthrow of the credit systein, as | suppose, to enlarge when in our favor. How much! the last “ReersTer.”’] 
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April 13. The Vice President presented a com- 
munication froin the post office department, on the 
subject of contracts, and allowances made to con- 
tractors, Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Petitions, &c. were pesented by the following gen- 
tleinen: 

By Mr. McKean; Eight memorials signed by 867 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the alleged 
treaty of New Echota, made with the Cherokee na- 
tion of Indians, may not be enforced contrary to the 
consent of that tribe. Laid on the table, and order- 
ed to be printed. By Mr. Buchanan: Meworials of 
the same import, froin 1,100 or 1,200 citizens of 
Pennsylvania. Laid on the table. Aiso, froin citi- 
zens of Lancaster county, against duelling, Laid on 
the table. By Mr. Mouton and Mr. Roune: From 
individuals. Referred. By Mr. Crittenden: From 
the heirs of Richard K. Meade. Referred. The 
senate took up the resolution oifered yesterday by 
Mr. Norvell, in relation to the absence of senators, 

The resolution was modified by Mr. Norvell so as 
to make sickness the only valid excuse for absence. 

Mr. King objected to the resolution, that the ex- 
isting law rendered it nugatory. Mr White object- 
ed to it, that by implication it took it for granted that 
a senator might at any time be absent if he chose, 
during that tune, to surrender his pay; an implica- 
tion which Mr. W. thought should by no means be 
adinitted. Tere were duties resting upon them 
which were paramount to all considerations of com- 
pensation, 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, objected to it, that it alse 
took it for granted that all the duties of the senators 
for the public interest were to be performed in the 
senate chainber, while Mr. C. for one, performed 
much the greater part of his labor for the public in- 
terests in his own room, where he was in the prac- 
tice of laboring day and night on public subjects; 
and he was unwilling, therejore, to give any cause 
for the iipression that all the public business of sena- 
tors was done, or to be done, in the senate chamber. 

The resoiution was withdrawn, Mr. Norvell re- 


marking that bis whole object was to secure a quo- | 





+Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Sinith, of Conn. 
Sinith, of Indiana, Strange, Tipton, Trotter, Walker, 
White, Wright, Young—27. 


Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Swit, Wall, Williains—16. 

The bills for the reliefof Windsor Sears, and others, 
of Thomas Suimpter, of James Campbell, of Ann 
W. Johnson, of Janes McMaher, of Pierre Ber- 
nard, aud others, of Patrick MceGibbony, of Charles 
M. Keller, and Stone, of Moses Merrill, to re- 
lund to the Georgia railroad and banking company 
certain duuies paid on railroad iron, to refund such 
d:ties paid by the Harlan railroad compat.y; to es- 
tablish a pension agency at Montpelier, Vermont; 
lo. the reliet of Tioinas Tyner, and others; of the 
heirs of Francis L. B. Goodwin, of Michael Ain- 
brister, of the heirs ot William Coggeswell, of Free- 
inan Brady, of Captain John Taliord, of Hugh Me- 
Donald, aud of D. W. Healey, were severally con- 
sidered, and ordered to a third readi.g. 

Alter an execulive session, the senate adjourned 
till Monday. 

April i6. The Vice President presented, from 
the Weasury department, in pursuance of a senate 
resolution, oliered by Mr. Waiker,a report of the com- 
inissioner of the general land office, with statements, 
showing what portivn of the public lands in the seve- 
ral Jand distiicts of the United States have been 
subject to sale at private entry for twenty-five years 
aud upwards. Laidon the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Lhe following petitions, &c. were presented: 

By Mr. McKean: From citizens of Pennsylvania, 
against the enforcement of the late alleged treaty 
with the Cherokees contrary to their wishes. Laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. Norvell: Resolutions relating 
harbors and light-houses. Referred. 

By Mr. Swifts The petition of 182 women of 
New Britain, Connecticut, remonstrating against 





to certain 








NAYS—Mesers. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of 


characteiized as one of the most extraordinar 
ductions of the time. When he had conclude ~~ 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the senate hei 
executive session, and then adjourned, » a 

April 17. Among the petitions, &e, Presentos 
were the following: Y, 

By Mr. White: Resolutions of the legis} 
Dennessee, in favor of annexing Texas 
Union. Read, laid on the table, and orderey 
printed. 

Also, in favor of paying the troops in Ten) 
who were organized but not received into the 
vice of United States. Read, reierred, and 9,4 ct 
to be printed, ered 

Mr. Fulion, from the joint committee on the » 
lic buildings, made a report, identical with th. .. 
port made 1 the other house, on the subject of th 
hew treasury building and the building tor the sees 
eral post office, accompanied by a bil proviaing io 
the removal of the walis of the new treasury build. 
ing and for the erection of a fire-proof buildinu for 
the post office department. Read, and ordered fo a 
second reading. 

The claims of David Allen, John Laub, and seve. 
ral others, (unbeard,) were rejected, 

The bill to exend the charter of the Union Bank 
of Georgetown, was read twice, and referred, 

The bill for the relief of E. W. aud H. Sinith, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief Samuel Gibson, proyidiy. 
for indemnity for property destroyed by Indian ge 
predations, was debated at considerabie length by 
Messrs. White, Young, Linn, King, and Davis 
chietly on the objection that the government was yo; 
in the practice of making indemnity tor robbery o 
piracy ; and on the ground in favor of the bill, ‘that 
government had not taken the proper imeasures ty 
punish and prevent such depredatious. In the end, 
tue bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The biil for the relief of Charles Bemis was also 
indefinitely postponed. 

The senate resuined the consideration of the bill ty 
prohibit the issuing and circulation of the notes of 


ature of 
lo the 


lO be 


ESsee, 


the Te. 











gaid cert 
for the re 
ment to t 
the voy ae 


patents to 
bapa" 
ice ati 
rhe bil 
es of the 
Messrs. S 
tiss, Roa 
[t was | 
ing the sa 
to §1,500 
make the 
Vermont, 
The se 
on inotios 
April 1 
&e, the | 
Mr. King 
ress ON | 
Mr. Kt 
would be 
house, W 
thought t 
thought t 
self have 
ness in ¢ 
Mr. G 
the table 
ter able t 
them. 
Mr. C 
adopted. 
senate to 
Mr. P 
and argu 
the amot 
been dot 
Mr. A 


| Congres 


nancial 


rum of the senate during the hours of their sitting. | the annexation of Texas to the Untted States. Laid | the late bank of tle United States, under a penaly 3 under di 
On motion of Mr. Niles, the committee on the ju- | on the table. of not more than ten years’ confinement to hari and mea 
diciary were instructed to inquire into the expedien- | Also, the petition of the same persons, praying | labor, and a fine not exceeding $10,000, one or both, - reso 
cy of defining and limiting the term of ali the bureau | congress to abolish slavery in the District of Colum-| at the discretion of the court, aud giving the United house, & 
officers connected with the departments, and of all| bia. Motion to receive laid on the table. States courts jurisdiction to issue Injunctions. — ashy 
appointinents made by the heads of departinent!s. | By Mr. Bayard: F.om 439 citizens of New Castle} Mr. Grundy said as no one appeared prepared to } Mr. & 
On notion of Mr, Ruggles, the committee on com- | couaty, Delaware, aud from 168 vessel owners and | speak on the subject, it might be well to deluy tle oe 
merce were instructed to inquire into the expedien- | captains, ayaitst the division of Delaware into two/ action on the bili for a day or two. r ; _—— 
cy of establishing a system of telegraphs tor the | coilection districts. Ordered to be printed, and laid} Mr. Clay of Kentucky, said it was qu.te possible eae 
United States, and report thereon. | on the table to await the action on the biil on that} that no one was desirous to speak, but they might, omy nye 
The bills for the retief of ‘Lhos. Cooper, of Philip | subject now in progress: notwithstanding, be ready to vole upon it. Asgpatl 
Marshall, and others, of Christoper Clark, and of By Mr. Fulton: A resolution of instructions from| Mr. King, said the bill was one of much impor th wef | 
Klias Johns, were severally read a third time, and | the legislature of Arkansas, in favor of the passage | tance, and he thereiore thought it bad better le over a - 
passed. of a law authorizing a certain township in Arkansas tall to-morrow. esate a : va he 
The senate took up the bill, on its third reading, | to seil the 16th section ot land forthe use of schools. Mr. Clay said, certainiy, if the friends of the bil a : 
to reduce and graduate the price of the public lauds. | Referred. desired it; but Mr. C. was very desirous to lave lie ck 7 
Mr. Calhoun said, tuat as the bill was now on its! — Seyeral other petitions were presented, and reso- | Vole taken, to see ifa majority of the senale were Mr 
passage, he was desirous of stating ina few words | lutions otiered, atter which ready to assert the power claiined by the bil. 4 ale 
the reasons which had governed bin, — ie Mr. King otivred a joint resolution, which lies on} . Mr, Lina said it the gentleman froin Al. bame 0 sve. os 
Tue bill was certainly liable to but little objection | the table for consideration, that congress adjourn on | 5!'¢d to speak on the subject, he would be very gia YEA 
‘a as to the details; but he could not give it his support. | the first Monday in June. to hear him; otherwise he thought it as well to take vel ? 
29 He felt satisfied that we had arrived at that period) 4 Inessave Was received from the president of the | the vote at once. ; eae Wall. 1 
ice When one of two courses of policy ought io be pur- | United Siates, through Mr. A. Van Buren, his pri- |. Mr. King had now no intention of speaking, ge NAY 
; sued in relation to the public lands: either to adnere | vate secretary. : if tLe senate thought best to take the vote now, \« to 
ft rigidly to the laws, as they now stand, without imak- The bills for tl lief of Ja: McMaher. of inust vote against the bill. nl bard. K 
i ing any material change, or to make a cession of | ,, *2° 088 gs ry on ty "Oo tora rd ai b: wir, Strange said he agreed with the chairman 0 Moutor 
tt thein lo the new states within whose limits they are Curtis Grubb, of =: eniin” . Th, ase Ty, wad ony a the committee on the judiciary (Mr. Grundy) tl Smith 
ts respectively situate.., on terms mutually satisfactory. | E! ott, of John ve EON, OF somes 5) oR re he | the conduct complained of was a very great abust Sein’ 
if [t cannot be disguised that the extent of interest in- |!» Of James L. Kenner, of H. W. ussell, Ol} and he doubted the power of congress to pass tle re. 
ie volved ia the public domain is too great, and the par- Preeman Brady, oF Jaines Callan, a Hugh Me-! uit, and be should therefore vote against it. Mig 
il ties interested too powerful and iutiueutial, to per- Donald, of D. M ‘ i pt of Ann if Age nt het Mr. Siniih, of Connecticut, said be had not exall: The 
mit tie laws which regulate aud dispose of the pab- Winthrop nears, a nek yor bd Te Cl ee ined the bill so as to be ready to vote upon it, ony snlered 
Fe lic lands to be the subject of frequent changes.— | ai wade ana at: hay « McGib pM Pe sie | geatlemen in whom be had confidence expresset 4 ge 
Ge Numerous and popular as these states have now be- | “1: Keller and pent” Mh “art, Meade 2 ta ith Lis S$! doubt respecting it, he wished it postponed until © The 
ye coine, (at whicu he rejoiced,) it was impossible to | °" railroad ete to ye Georgia railroad rims tip wg moriow. : all curity 
ie preveul th.s mighty question from being thrown into | SPA") vy. rughthet A ih att te agin. | rae! Mr. Wall said the bill had been on the table mer diag 
j the party struggles of the day, and irom having a| or ate it F eae panibe ee ahd hate dead ia ai than a month; but if any gentleman had not ye Mr 
¢ Inost pernicious eifect on our politics, sv long as Mey | W rt Mey . tl : .o of Fs wes 3 Good mT ve | ined it, be had no objection to postpone it 4 e length 
iz are under our control, ualess we should abstain alto- | bean e * re pe pe) r bay ire F William y seal | though iu saying this be did not mean to intimaie Ty tistical 
gether jro.n touching thein, which he feared was im- | POACLER ARTEL, Of UNE - SIGE OF. We deem ORK: | least doubt of the constitutional objections, le wel ed by | 
vy possible. ~~ ell, and of the heirs of captain John Talford, were | like to hear them expressed. seat 
“a It was well known that under this impression he | severally read a third tine, and passed. Mr. Niles wasalso in favor of delay; aud a Mr 
ie} was in favor ol ceding thein to the states, as the only Lhe bill lor the relief of IE. W. and H. Sinith was The bill was accerdingly postponed till to-moe the < 
ut practicable remedy against the evil he apprehended, considered, aud ordere* to be engrossed for a third! row. ; pea al ject. 
‘e and tat under il he tad introduced a vill to cede | reading. wae The following bills were severally considered, sistanc 
ab 4 them. He hoped that the committee on the pubiie The senate concurred in the amendment of the severally ordered loa third reading, Viz: Te all Mr. 
ae Jands would cal up the bill at an early day. He | house to the senate bill for quieting claims, &e. in ~The bill to authorize the appointinent oO 7 7" in whe 
i " q was prepared to gtve it bis best aid, and he did hope | the District of Columbia. ditional cierks in the office of comupissiones . ‘L said o1 
“Hee it would receive the sanction of the senate. In the Phe senate proceeded to consider the bill to pre-| dian aifairs; for the benefit of the levy pone * irs of that a 
Lime: mean time, he should feel it to be his duty to vote | vent the Issuing and circulation of the notes of the} yert county, Maryland, for the reliel of the ee tentior 
Hey agaist all ueasures which provided tor any material | !ate United Siates Bank. John Cawpbetl; tor the relief of Thomas 0 of great | 
change in the land laws as they now sloui. Mr. Grundy argued at much length, that the late | for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and 0 ~ Mr. Of this 
Mr. Buchanan also, at considerable length, assign- | letter of Mr. Biddle coatained a virtual declaration | the Mississippi land company, [advocated Benton ate xo 
ed the reasons wiry he felt constrained to vole against , of war against the administration, [in the part rela-| Davis, and Mr. Buchanan, opposed by Mr. endet L; en 
the bill. ting to getting “behind cotton bales,” &c. ] and that! amended on motion of Mr. Davis, so as to. aoa Would 
The bill was passed by the following vote: the weasure proposed by the bill was constitutional, | sufficient any proof satisiactory to the oi ce Prope: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bentou, Clay, of Ala-| just, and expedient. He replied also particularly to that certain certificates were Jost, and to requl , might 
bana, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
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' Congress had neither deterinined on the great fi- 
‘nancial and pecuniary question which had been 
under discussion, nor had they provided the ways | session. 
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eer mag ay 
stificates, and carried by yeas (23, nays 14;] | looked for the day when they would become a part, Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, moved that the special 
we relief of David Gilmore: to authorize pay- aud portion of our happy union. order for to-day (the bill to establish a board of 
ooh to the Missouri volunteers for horses lost in| The bill was then postponed, and made the spe- | claims) be postponed until Friday next; and that 
me 


ovag Tampa Bay; and the bill granting 
7 m3 ae NM. Parkine ar J H. Kyan. . r 
a A bills from the house were severally read 
twice aud referred. : Mis be ees 

The bill fixing the salaries of several district judg- | 

of the United States was discussed at length by 
- a Smith of Indiana, Swift, White, Wall, Pren- 
tis “Roane, and Rives. _ ; 
It was amended on motion of Mr. Smith, by rais- 
. the salary of the judge in Indiana from $1,000 
og 500; and pending a motion of Mr. Swift to 
ih the same increase in the salary of the judge in 
Vermont, ‘ ‘ 

The senate went into executive session, and then, | 
on motion of Mr Norvell, adjourned, ot 

April 18. After the presentation of petitions, 

ge. the senate took up the resolution offered by 
Mr. King, for closing the present session of con- 
vress on the first Monday in June. 
° Mr. King expressed the hope that the resolution 
would be adopted by the senate and go to the other 
house, who might fix on another day, if they 
thought the one In the resolution too early. He 
thought the agitation of the question would of it- 
self have a favorable effect on the progress of busi- 
ness in congress. 

Mr. Grundy wished the resolution might lie on 
the table a day or two, that the senate might be bet- | 
ter able to estimate the amount of business before | 
them. 





cial order for Tuesday next. the house to-day proceed to the consideration of 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, rose, and said that a bill | such private bills as shall not give rise to debate. 
which might be called the penetentiary bill had| Mr. Cambreleng asked for a division of the ques- 
been made the order for to-day, with the under-| tion; and the postponement asked for was ordered 
standing that it would now be considered. Mr. C.| by a vote of two-thirds. 
had no wish to press its consideration, if the friends! The question recurring on the last division of 
of the bill were not ready to act upon it; but it had Mr. Whittlesey’s motion— 
been Jaid on the table with the understanditig that; Mr. Thomas suggested that the following resolu- 
it would be now taken up. _tion, offered by him on a former day, be taken up 
Mr. Buchanan said the gentleman need not fear and considered. This was an amendment to the 
that he would not have an opportunity to vote on, 20th rule, as follows: 
the bill. ‘There was no disposition in its friends to; ‘Andon the first Friday of each month, the 
suppress it. But Mr. B. would like to hear the; calendar of private bills shall be called over, and 
senator justify the issue of the old notes of the U.| the bills to the passage of which no objection shall 
S. Bank after the expiration of its charter. | then be made shall be first considered and disposed 
Mr. Clay said he was afraid the senator would | of; private bills from the senate having a preference 
not be gratificd in the fulfilment of any snch ex- | over private bills of the house.” 
pectation. Mr. C. would undertake no such justi-| Objection being made, Mr. Whitilesey pressed 
fication; but he wished to see if gentlemen were ; his motion to take up such private bills (to-day) as 
ready to vote that government had any such power | would give rise to no debate. 
as that claimed by the bill. Some objection being made to this course by Mr. 
The subject was here dropped, no motion being | Williams, of North Carolina, who was opposed to 
made to take the bill up, and no announcement of; what be denominated “dumb legislation’ upon 
the bill from the chair. private bills. | 
The senate proceeded to consider the bill to es-| The Chair said that this was not a debateable 
tablish a board of commissioners to hear and ex-| motion; and that it required a vote of two-thirds, 
amine claims against the United States. inasmuch as it proposed a suspension of the rules 
The subject of this bill was discussed by Messrs.| of the house. 
Grundy, Prentiss, Strange, Hubbard, Preston, Cal- The motion prevailed—Ayes 110, noes 46. 
houn, aad Buchanan; some amendments from the| Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, moved that the house 








Mr. Calhoun hoped the resolution would now be | committee were agreed to, provision was made for | go into committee of the whole to take up and con- 
adopted. He thought the time sufficient for the a special solicitor, and the bill, as aimended, was, sider the bill to extend the charter of the Union 


senate to get through their business. 
Mr. Preston also spoke in favor of its adoption, | 
and argued that the extra session had diminished | 
the amount of business that must otherwise have 
been done at this session. 
Mr. Norvell hoped the resolution would not pass. | 





and means for the service of the country; and if, 


| then laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


| Bank of Georgetown to the first July 1842, in or- 
| der to close up its concerns. 

| The motion prevailed, and Mr. Hopkins of Vir- 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | ginia, took the chair. The bill being read, 

Friday, April 13. Memorials on the subject of | Mr. Fillmore said the noise in the house had been 
duclling were presented by Messrs. Atherton, of; such during the reading that he could not distinetly 
New Hampshire, and Darlington, of Pennsylvania, | hear all the provisions of the bill, and asked some 
and were referred to the select committee now in| explanations of certain parts thereof, which were 
i given by Mr. Hunter; and the result was, a propo- 
The memorial presented by Mr. Atherton was) sition (which prevailed) to amend the bill by in- 


The senate then adjourned. 





this resolution should be sent as it was to the other | from the inhabitants of the town of Antrim, in the | sert ing 1845 instead of 1842, as the date of the ex- 
house, and they should adopt it, these great ques-| county of Hillsborough, ziate of New Hampshire, | tension of the charter. 


tions would probably not be decided. 


| which town contains three hundred and seventeen! The bill was then reported to the house, the 


Mr. King said he should not press the resolution, | legal voters, praying, agreeably to a unanimous | amendment adopted, and ordered to a third reading 
but, as it was, it would still leave seven weeks of} vote of a full meeting of the citizens of said town, | this day. 


the session yet to come. 


only nine weeks for active business, and yet expe- | 


rience showed that business was about as much and | Hall and sixty others, citizens of Lancaster county, | 
| a3 well done as in the long sessions; and it seemed, Pennsylvania, praying congress to pass a law to} into committee of the whole, (Mr. Atherton in the 


At the short sessions, lit- | for the passage of a Jaw to suppress the practice of | 
tle was usually done till after Christmas, leaving | duelling. 


Several bills from the senate were then put upon 
| the first and second readings, and were properly 
Mr. Darlington presented the memorial of Win. | referred. 


The house (on motion of Mr. Whittlesey) went 


. on » } ° “ye . ' - - . ° 
therefore, as if seven weeks, which was nearly as disqualify any person who may hereafter be en-;| chair,) and took up several private bills which 
much as was employed at the short sessions, would | gaged in a duel from holding office under the gen-| were not likely to give rise to debate. Several 


now be time ample enough. If congress should | eral government. 


not act at all on this subject, he feared much time 
would be consumed in idle debate. 
Mr. Norvell moved to lay the resolution on the 


tables which motion was negatived by yeas and| 


hays, ordered on the call of Mr. Davis, as follows: 
TTY + + 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Grundy, Nor- 

vell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, 


Wall, White, Wright—12. 


NAYS—Messers, Bayard, Buchanan, Calhonn, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, McKean, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
mith. of Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Swift, Tipton, Trotter, Williams, Young—26. 

, he resolution was then ordered to a third read- 

Tun 

The bills published in the report of yesterday as 
ordered to a third reading, were to-day read a third 
lime and passed. é ‘ 

he senate took up the bill to provide for the se- 
Clrity and protection of the emigrant and other In- 
dians west of Missouri and Arkansas. 

Mr. Tipton explained, and advocated the bill at 
ength, entering especially into historical and sta- 
tistical facts relating to the subject. He conclud- 
€d by moving that the bill be postponed to Tuesday 
next, 


ae White, in behalf of the committee, invited 
! 
"el. They were desirous of obtaining every as- 
‘stance to render the bill as perfect as possible. 


in \ 


Said on this subject. 


Nat Trp 
ee . 


He concurred also in the wish 
ntlemen of the senate would turn their at- 


ent . 
seal One and all, to the subject. 
ee importance, and Mr. L. believed the outlines 


ls bill would meet the views of every consider- 


we gentleman in this part of the country; and Mr. | as to the value of exports from 1791 to 1837; the 

ttained the hope that if every gentleman | value of imports from 1821 to 1837; the value of 

urn his attention to this subject, and if the | imports free of duty and dutiable from 1821 to 

ane measures could be adopted, these Indians | 1837; and the amount of duties and drawbacks from 
ight not only be saved from ruin, but Mr. L.} 479] to 1836. 


4+ eNnte 
Would ¢ 


| were passed over, as not falling within this order of 
On motion of Mr. Williams, of N. C., the house: and others were read; but a disposition 
Resolved, That the committee on the public) to debate them appearing, 
lands be instructed to ingnire into the expediency Mr. Mercer moved that the committee rise, for 
of establishing land districts in the United States, | the purpose of moving the rescinding of the order 
the receipts from which do not authorize their| by which it was made the duty of the committee to 
longer continuance. take up only those bills which would not give rise 
Among the reports made were the following. _to debate. Lost. 
Mr. Mercer, from the committee on roads and| Other bills were then taken up, and the same 
canals, reported, without amendment, senate bill) difficulty ocenrring, 
No. 29, making appropriations for certain roads in| Mr. Petrikin, at this point, renewed the motion 
the territory of Wisconsin. |to rise, and demanded a count. Ayes 12, noes 57. 
Mr. Cumbreleng, from the committee of ways| No quorum. 
and means, reported the following bill: The motion was then withdrawn; and the list 
A bill supplementary to the act entitled ‘An act to} was proceeded with. 
authorize the issuing of treasury notes.” A large proportion of the bills on the calendar, 
Be it enacted, &c. That the secretary of the trea-| thus far, proposed the payment of interest on cer- 
sury, with the approbation of the president of the} tain claims, which was objected to by several mem- 
United States, is hereby authorized to cause trea-| bers; and the motion to rise was very frequently 
sury notes to be issued according to the provisions | made, in order that the order of the house might 
of anact entitled ‘An act to authorize the issuing | be resciuded, in order to enable this point to be de- 
of treasury notes,” approved the 12th day of Octo- | bated. 
ber last, in place of such notes a3 have been issued| Mr. Ewing, of Indiana, renewed the motion to 
| 





under the authority of the act aforesaid, and which | rise, and report the bills to the house. Ayes 5], 
have been paid into the treasury and cancelled. noes 4§. So the committee decided to rise, but, as 
The bill was twice read and committed. | there was no quorum, the chair decided that the 
The Speaker laid before the house a communi-| bills could not be repoited. The question was 








© special attention of all the senators to this sub-| of all land and water mails established or ordered 


. Lumpkin expressed his entire concurrence | and other than the express mails, which have been 
vhat the two gentlemen trom the committte had | herctofore reported. 


It was one of 


cation from the postmaster general, transmitting, | then put, «Shall the committee now rise?” and de- 
in obedience to the act of July 2, 1836, a statement | cided in the aflirmative—Ayes 65, noes 28. So the 
committee rose. Mr. Whittlesey then rose, and 
moved that the order of this morning be rescinded. 
The Speaker said that the fact of the presence of a 
quorum must be first ascertained. Mr. Adams 
woved acall of the house. Ayes 67, noes 73. So 
the motion did not prevail; and the Spevker then 
said that a quorum having appeared, the chairman 
would resume the chair: which being done, Mr. 
Ewing moved that the committee rise, rey ort pro- 
cress, and ask leave to sitagain. Mr. Wise wa- of 
the opinion that there had been no “progress” 
made, and proposed that the committee should re- 
port that they had made none. 

Mr. Polk said that the committee of the whole 
on the state of the Union always reported that they 


within the year preceding the Ist July, 1837, other 
than those let to contract at the annual lettings, 


ai 


The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting state- 
ments prepared in obedience to the order of the 
house on the 19th February, containing information, 
as far as it is now practicable to furnish the same, 
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bad had under consideration certain unfinished 
business, but had come to no conclusion thereon; 
but the committee of the whole house always re- 
perted progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The motion of Mr. Ewing then prevailed: the 
speaker took the chair, and leave to sit again was 
then granted the committee. 

M~. Whittlesey then renewed his motion to re- 
scind the order of this morning, and that the com- 
mittee proceed with the calendar in the regular or- 
der. 

Mr. Adams then rose and asked if the bills acted 
on in the committee of the whole were not now be- 
fore the house? The chair responded in the nega- 
tive. Mr. Adams moved a call of the bouse, and 
asked for the yeas and nays; which were not or- 
dered: and the motion was lost. Mr. Adams then 
asked to have this motion entered on the journal, 
promising to renew it every time it would be in or- 
der during the day. 

Mr. Wise moved an adjournment, and Mr. Briggs 
asked for the yeas and nays; which were not or- 
dered: and the motion to adjourn was lost. Mr. 
Whittlesey’s motion recurring, 

Mr. .@dams renewed his motion for a call of the 
house, and asked for the yeas and nays. His ob- 
ject was to get the house together to do business. 
It was discreditable to the house that it was impos- 
sible to keep a quoruin to do the business of the 
nation. The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. Wise moved to adjourn. Lost. The motion 
of Mr. Adams that there be a call of the house was 
decided in the negative— Yeas, 62, nays 98. 

Mr. Whittlesey’s motion then prevailed: and the 
house went into committee of the whole upon the 
first twenty bills on the calendar, (Mr. Lyon in the 
chair. ) 





Several bills at the head of the calendar, were, 
on motion, laid aside for the present, without ac- | 
tion upon them. | 

Another bill was then taken up and read. After: 
some incidental discussion, the question was put. 
on its passage, when there appeared to be no quo- 
rum present—Ayes 63, noes 24, and the co:nmittee | 
then rose and reported this fact to the house. 

Mr. .ddums moved a call of the house, which was | 
ordered: and one hundred and twenty-five mein- 
bers answered to their names. The absentees hav- | 
ing been called, it appeared that one hundred and. 
forty meinbers were present. Mr. Chapman moved | 
that all further proceedings upon the call be sus- 
pended. 

Mr. Adams asked if all the names of absentees | 
(supposing the motion to suspend prevails) would | 
appear upon the journal? 

The Chair responded affirmatively. | 

The motion to suspend did not prevail. The- 
doors were closed, and the names of the absentees , 
were called by the clerk. | 

Mr. Buchanan was excused on account of illness | 
and other causes, and on the same account Messrs. | 
Bruyn, Biddle, Chaney, (illness at home,) Coffia,' 
Clowney, Davee, Dennis, Fletcher, of Vermont, | 
Glascock, Grantland, and Grennell, (on the com- | 
mittee sitting during the sessions, on leave,) Hun- 
ter, of Ohio, Logan, Loomis, M. Morris, Noble. 
(deathin his family,) Phillips, (similar reason,) | 
Plumer, Robertson, Spencer, Sheplor, Toucey, (on 
the selsct committee,) and J. L. Williams. 

During the call of absentees, the name of Mr. 
Hawkins being called, he responded bimself to his 
name. 

Mr. Dawson said that the member had _ respon- 
ded froin the gallery. 

The Speaker said no person was permitted to 
speak in the gallery; and ordered the clerk to erase 
the name of Mr. Hawkins. 

Mr. Petrivin moved that Mr. Hubley be excused 
on account of being called to Pennsylvania by the | 
near departure of Mr. Muhlenberg from the coun- | 
try. [Laugh.] Lost. | 

On motion of Mr. Dromzoole, the call at this | 

oint was suspended, (the whole roll having been 
called, and the absentees noted,) and then, on mo- 
tion, the house adjourned at quarter before five | 
o’clock. 

Saturday, April 14. Mr. Evans, of Maine, asked 
and obtained leave of absence for his collearue, | 
Mr. F. O. J. Smith, from and after the Ist day of 
May next. 

Mr. Fairfield, of Maine, Mr. Pec’:, of New York, | 
and Mr. Williams, of New Hampshire, presented | 
memorials on the subject of the late duel. 

Among the reports received was the following: 

By Mr. Everett, from the committee on Indian af- 
fairs, a bill supplementary tothe act entitled an act | 
to rernlate trade and intercourse with the Indian | 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers ; | 
approved June 30, 1834. 

Mr. Everett, subsnitted the following, which lics | 
one day: 


did not believe that the congress of the United 


might encourage t:em to go on, for it was surely 


: ame anth @ request 
-every party, that the banks should resume. | cenators and representatives in congress, with a rc4 


self in the attitude of impeding the business of the 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before this house a statement of the amount! 
paid, and of the amount of arrears on accotnt of 
the expenses of the Seminole war; and an estimate 
of the sum necessary, in addition to the former ap- 
propriation to pay such arrears, and for carrying on 
said war until the Ist day of June next. 

After several resolutions of minor importance 
had been offered, 

The resolution of Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, on 
divorcing the government from all connexion with 
the public press, again coming up, Mr. Bond 
resumed ard concluded his remarks upon it. 

Mr. Hopkins gave notice that, if Mr. Hamer 
should not, on Monday next, offer his resolution on 
the subject of the resumption by the banks of spe- 
cie payinents, he (Mr. H.) would. 

Mr. Petrikin gave notice he should object to its 
reception if offered. [A langh.] 

Phe house now passed to the orders of the day, 
and on motion of Mr. Whittlesey went into com- 
irittee of the whole, (Mr. Lyon in the chair,) and 
considered a numberof private bills. After which 
the committee rose and reported the bills, which | 
had been considered, to the house; when those which 
had passed the committee were ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time on Monday next. 

In regard to those bills whose enacting clauses | 
had been stricken out, the question of concurrence 





in striking them out having been stated— 

Mr. Taliaferro moved an adjournment, and the | 
house thereupon adjourned. | 

Monday, April 16. As soon as the journal was 
read, | 
Mr. Hamer rose, and asked leave to make a’ 
statement to the house, to which no objection was | 
made. 

Mr. H. then said that he had been requested to | 
state whether he intended again to offer the resoln- | 
tion presented by him on Monday last. In regard | 
to that matter he begged to advert to what had been | 
thrown out elsewhere. He understood from the) 
newspapers that various opinions were entertained | 
as to the object he had in view. By some it was'| 
suggested that it had been offered as a sort of an- | 
tagonist proposition to Mr. Biddle’s letter. Now, | 
it wonld be recollected that Mr. H. presented his | 
resolution on Saturday, and Mr. Biddle’s letter was | 
only printed on the same day in Philadelphia. He | 
himself did not hear of it till Sunday night, nor see. 
it till Monday morning, and could necessarily, | 
therefore, have no knowledge of it on Saturday. 

Another suggestion had been thrown out, that | 
Mr. H. had oftered it with reference to the charter | 
election in the city of New York. However im-| 
portant that election might be in itself, or however | 
important some gentlemen might deem it, he trust- | 
ed he had higher objects in view than the New| 
York city or any other election. He looked to the 
great interests of the country, and to them alone. 

Mr. H’s object was simply this: He knew that 
the bank convention was to asseinble on Wednes- 
day last, and he had reason to believe that many | 
gentlemen who had gone as delegates thereto enter- 
tained an apprehension that the course of the 
general government, the legislation of congress, as 
well as the action of the treasury department, in 
carrying out that legislation, might be hostile to the 
resuinption of specie payments. For himself he 


| 


States would pass any law, at the present session, 
without having special reference to the existing 
condition of the country, or that it would not so| 
modify any law it might pass as to throw no hin- | 
drance in the way of resumption. 

Neither did Mr. H. believe that the treasury de- | 
partment, in carrying out that legislation, did fee] | 





or would feel any disposition to throw any impedi- | 


ment in the way of effecting that resumption. His | 
those banks which had gone into convention, as | 
desired by every patriotic man in the country, of | 


{ 


Again: the honse refused to entertain the pro- | 


position on Monday; and when he was called upon, | 
_two days afterwards, to give an explanation, he! 


was refused, and he was not disposed to put him- 


honse by moving, day after day, to suspend the 
rules. 


Besides, he found that, by moving this proposi- | 
tion, he placed a number of his political friends in | 
this embarrassing condition: that, although they 
did not disapprove of the principle involved in it, | 
or the object sought to be attained by it, still some | 
of them did not approve of its phraseology, and 
therefore they were compelled to vote against it. 
Many were actnated by another feeling. They 
feared a premature discussion on the whole cur- 
rency question, which would inevitably spring up, 


\ 


| ra | 
i ' 
; | tory of Texas, and to annex it to the United Siates, 
|object, therefore, was to give such assurances to|...° 


a 
and amendments of the resolution, which thigh 
compel them and himself to vote against a Propeai 
tion, the general tenor of which, in its Sietieas 
shape, they approved. He understood amendment 
were to be offered on both sides of the house. I, 
voting against the suspension of the rules, therefore 
they would be placed in the embarrassing attitude 
of seeming to oppose his resolution. : 

Mr. Bell rose to order. The gentleman from 
Ohio was proceeding with an argument to go }, 
fore the country, and he would like to have ap oy, 
portunity to reply. D- 

Mr. Hamer observed that he should finish 
he had to say in a word or two. 

Mr. Bell then retnarked, that if the gentleman 
from Ohio had risen to explain, and not to mak 
argument, he should be candid enough to state 4, 
the house and to the country what relief he diq pro. 
pose to the nation from its present embarrasseq 
state. Mr. B. called upon the gentleman to be ey, 
plicit on this head, and state specifically what was 
proposed. 

Mr. Hamer said that since he had offered this ye. 
solution, for the purpose of giving assurance to th 
banks the secretary of the treasury had written 
letter (which had been published) to a similar ef. 
fect. The same assurances had also been giyep. 
repeatedly, by the official organ of the governinen: 


What 


ean 


here. 


Mr. Sherrod Williams rose to order. The gep. 
tleman from Ohio had had leave to make an expla. 
nation of a matter personal to himself, but not to ey. 
plain and apologise for the conduct of all his poli. 
tical friends. He (Mr. W.) was in favor of ietting 
every man explain for himself. . » 

Mr. Hamer then said he had nothing more to say, 
at this time, than that there was now no necessity 
for the adoption of the resolution he had proposed, 
and that, therefore, he should not again ask for its 
adoption. 

Mr. Menefee had risen to make a single remark, 
if the house would give him leave. [Cries of leave! 
leave! ] 

Objection being made, 

Mr. Menefee inoved tosuspend the rules, in order 
to be able to move that he be permitted to go on, 

Mr. Chambers demanded the yeas and nays on 
the question of suspending the rules; which were 
ordered. Being taken; there were yeas 87, lays 
71, not two-thirds. So the house refused to suspend 
the rules. 

The Speaker then called the states in order for 
resolutions, and the following were offered: 

When the state of Tennessee was called, Mr. 
Shields of that state, presented the followiug resolt- 
tion of the legislature, in favor of the annexation 
of Texas to the United States. ate 

Whereas we have been anxious and atttentive or 
servers of the progress of events in Texas, and have 
not been unmoved spectators of her late galiant aud 
glorious struggle for freedom, and have seen that free 
dom achieved by those near and dear to us by the tes 
of kindred and common ancestry: and whereas We 
we have seen, by a vote of the people of that repubi’ 
an anxious desire manifested to become citizeiis of these 
United States: and whereas we believe that the gavall 
and chivalrous bravery of Texans, in their struggie 
liberty and free government, is an assurance of tho! 
worth, and sufficient evidence of their qualification 
entitle them to brotherhood and citizenship with = 
and whereas, also, we believe that the annexaion \ 
Texas to these United States is a “consummaton 6 
voutly to be wisiied,” and an end worthy our best ¢* 
ertions to attain, if it can be done without the intrae 
tion of the law of nations, or a depariure frem the p 
icy or principles ef this government. ue of 

Now, therefore, Resolved by the general asseiily " 
the state of Tennessee, That we desire Tost atx peo! 
that Texas be acquired by these United States: 2 
resolved that our senators and representatives 1 Cy 
oress be informed of our desire to acquire tie HA 


treaty or purchase, and at such time as they may ¢e™ 


| most expedient. ' 


Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and reso! 
tion be forwarded by the governor of this sia‘ 
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fr) 
eae! 


5 ° er * a t 
that they introduce them to the consideration 0! 


branches of congress. Lan 
JOHN COCKE, bar 
f the house of representa’ 
TERRY H. CAHAL, 
Speaker of the senate 


{ all 


Mr. Shields moved to refer this resolution ane 


Speaker o 


, : x . seiee 
others on file touching the same subject, toas 


committee. ! 
Mr. Bronson moved to lay the motion © 
table P 
‘ ates : in . ° * yea: 
On this question Mr. Shields asked for the | 
and nays, which were ordered and taken, ae 
Y EAS--Messrs. Alexander, H. Alien, Jon 
len, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Brodneac, 
Y % . } . y F “tor ‘ sey 
son, Bruya, Cambreleng, W. B. Carier, ey 
sen, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Corwin, (rag: 
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Lasbp 


= 


‘ 


1 
(se 


QQ 





as follows: 


eats 





pat 


rant Gi 
eon, Haw 
Jngham, 
Jones 
peadbetie 
McKay, 
q J 
Paynter, 
Pratt, Ra 
rd, OM 
Iaylor, 
Hi 
iams 
We AYS 
Briggs, 
John a 
‘onnor, 
. Flete 
Griffin, 
Johnson, 
Maury; 
Miller, M 
Owens, 
Richards 
Shields, 
Thomps 
Snerro 
So the 
Wher 
kins, in 
offered | 
sented ¢ 
Mr. I 
terrupt' 
call up 
the call 
Whe! 
Cushing 
Resol: 
rected | 
bearing 
March, 
and wh 
the tre 
disburss 
by the 
it be, to 
and als 
the Sal 
ed to re 
depart 
or 10 b 
Mr. 
resolu 
Od): 
My. 
the pu 
for th 
stood 
Not 
rules, 
Mr. 
whic! 
Res 
reque: 
patib! 
he mi 
to ai 
b vat | 
tne G 
On 
Re; 
coma 
ajo 
for in 
and . 
assig 
pecie 
be iy 
touc! 
fence 
QO 
Ri 
Struc 
ship: 
Chos 
Siat 
M 
Whi 
R 
recte 
Whe 
try ¢ 
and 
Sery 
alors 
pro} 
the 
sub 
bor: 
con 
of | 
Car 
anc 
wh 





. 


ee 


ich tight 


& Pronosi. 
S$ Present 
lend ments 
Ouse, In 
therefore 
ms ’ 
IS attitude 


to £0 be. 
‘Ve an op. 


‘nish what 


rentleman 
O make ay 
D State to 
'e did pro. 
ibarrasseq 
to be eX. 
What wag 


ad this re. 
nce to the 
Written a 
Imilar ef. 
-eN given, 
Verninent 


The ven. 
al expla. 
not to ex. 
I his poli. 
Of letting 


re to say, 
hecessity 
proposed, 
ask for its 


e remark, 
: Of leave! 


, In order 
£0 On, 

1 nays on 
lich were 
| 87, nays 
O suspelid 


order for 
d: 
fled, Mr. 
ie resolt- 


mexation 


: ntive ole 
and have 
allant aud 
that tree 
Vv the ties 
rereas We 
r re public 
is of these 
be gallant 
ruggle lot 
7, ot their 
Acation t 
with us: 
>xalion ol 
anon CU 
» best ex 
he infraes 


tha nple 
n bie per 


zeinily Of 
pm x1ousy 
ATES: and 


a request 


fatires 
Al, 
senale. _ 
} and all 
a select 


on the 


the yeas 
follows: 
1 W. Ar 
h Be nity 
'd, Brow 
Cuap 
Cush 


‘5 





een ct ee a 


i 

PPAT iste 1 } EATS eo Pee ae ee hee 

Munk t iwards, PsvVOieu UC aPrhii?? i} AG; 
eee a } Yi, . i 
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(fa: 
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[ngham, 
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peadbetier, 


T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. 
W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lawler, 
Lincoln, Loomis, 8. Mason, Maxwell, 
\ckay,, R. McClellan, McClure, Mercer, Morgan, 
« \W. Morris, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, 
Ss. ater, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pope, 
Pay Randolph, Reily, Rives, Sheffer, A. H. Shep- 
ut Smith, Sou:hgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stratton, 

aylor, ‘Thomas, Titus, ‘Towns, Vanderveer, A. 5. 
White, J. White. E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, J. W. 
Williams, J._L. Williams, Yorke—107. 

NAYS-—-Messrs. Adams, Bel), Borden, Bouldin, 

aos, W. B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, 
John Campbell, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Coffin, 
Connor, Cranston, Crocket, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, 

Fletcher, Fillmore, R. Garland, J. Graham, Wm. 
Griffin, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, H. 
Johnson, Keim, Lewis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Martin, 
Maury, May, A. McCiellan, McKennan, Miiligan, 
Viller, Mitchell, Montgom~ry, C. Morris, Noyes, Ozle, 
Owens, Patterson, Peck, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Rhett, 
Richardson, 1 . Shep 
ghields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Sivne, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Purney, Underwood, 
Sherrod Williams, C. H. Wiliiams, Wise, Yell--75. 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 

When the state of Virginia was called, Mr. Hop- 
kins, in pursuance of notice given on Satuday last, 
oifvred a resolution, (being the same as that pre- 
sented on Monday last, by Mr. Hamer.) 

Mr. Hopkins said that it was not his wish to in- 
errupt the presentation of resolutions; but he should 
call up this proposition for consideration so soon as 
the call of the states had been finished. 

When the statecf Massachusetts was called, Mr. 
Cushing ottered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘nat the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to luform this house whether a certain letter, 
bearing his signature, and the date ot the 18ih of 


3 ~ 


ord, 


March, 1833, which has appeared in the public papers, | 


and Which purports to make known the purpose of 
the treasury department in relation to the receipt and 
disbursements of the promissory notes of the state banks 


by the federal government, is authentic or not; and, if | 


it be, to communicate to the house a copy of the same: 
and also copies of any and every other official letter on 
the same subject-matier; and that he be further direct- 
ed to report to the house the views and inteutions of the 


department in the premises, and the measures adopted, | 


orto be adop ed, in execution thereof. 

Mr. Cushing asked for the consideration of this 
resolution at the present time. 

Vdjections being made— 


Mr. Cushing moved a suspension of the rules, for 


the purpose of considering the motion; and asked 
for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and 
stood as follows: Yeas 97, nays 85. 

Not being two-thirds, the motion to suspend the 
rules, did not prevail. 

Mr, dams presented the following resolution, 
Which was adopted without objection: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this house, if not incom- 


patible with the public interest, any information which — 
he may have received, officially or otherwise, relating | 


toauattack by a Mexican armed vessel upon the s'eain- 
boat Columbia, bearing the flag of the United States, in 
te Gulf of Mexico. 

On the motion of Mr. Yell, 

Resolved, ‘hat the secretary of war be directed to 
conmunicate to this house copies of all instructions to 


hajor general Gaines, relating to the selection of Sites | 
le in lary posts on the western frontier of Arkansas | 


and Missouri; whether he has entered upon the duties 


assigned him, and when probably a report may be ex- | 


pecied from him; and such other information as may 


be in the power of the department to communicate | 
nnehiy > ° : 
touching the commencement and progress of the de- | 


lence of the wes‘ern frontier. 
Oa motion cf Mr. Snyder, 
) . ’ 1 . P . . 
Resolved, Phat the commitiee on naval affairs be in- 


structed to provide, by law, fur the appointment of mid- | 
Suipmen la the navy, so that an equal number may be | 


Chosen from each cougressional district ia the United 
Niates. 


Mr. Rice Garland offered the following resolution, 
Which lies over one day: 


» ’ . 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 


rected to inform this house, as soon as practicable, | 
Whether, in the present financial condition ef the coun- | 


and 
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ied for the present; if £0, 10 designate them: aise, that | 
he inform this house whether, if all the appropriations | 
made are expended, and those proposed are made, the | 
amount now in the treasury, or estimated to come into | 


it during the present year, will be sufficient to meet | 


manner it is proposed to be met. 
On motion of Mr. Shields, 
Resolved, That the committee of claims be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of allowing additional 
pay to such troops as have been, or are, employed in 
the service of the United States in the present Florida 


cause the United States had failed to provide forage for | 
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recied toiniorm this house whether it is the practice of 
the department to remit the penalty incurred by de- 
faulting deputy posimasters, without the payment of 
the principal debt; and that he be further directed to 
inform this house what amount of moneys has been 
them; and, if not, what will be the deficit, and in what | paid by his department to the said Francis P. Blair for 


| printing ordered by said department since the rendition 


of the judgment, and return of the writ of execution 
aforesaid. 


The states having been gone through with— 
Mr. Hopkins, as he had expressed his intention 


. . to « i i » 
or Seminole war, and have lost their horses and bag- | - ee 9 take up for consideration the fol 
gage in said service, without any fault of theirs, be- | ‘OW! resolution: 


“Considering that the business, commerce, circula™ 


said horses, and who were required to perform, and | tion, and exchanges of the country are in a deranged 
'did perform, after they were dismounted, on foot, the | and embarrassed condition: and considering, also, that 
same services which were required of mounted men,| a part of the banks of the United States have express- 
so as to make their monthly arrearages equal to that of | ed a desire to resume specie payments at an early pe- 


mounted men in said service; and, also, of providing | 
that the horses of any kind of said troops which may 
have died from excessive fatigue, In executing extraor- 
| dinary orders of the commanding officers, without any | 
fault of their riders, or such of said horses as were kill- 
ed by accident or casualty, while under the immediate 
orders and direction of said officers, shall be paid for by 
the United Srates. 

On motion of Mr. Leadbetter, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for an interchange of duty by the judges of the 
circuit court. of the United States, where one or more 
of the said judges are interested in any matter therein 
| pending, or where trial cannot be had without preju- 
dice to parties. 
| Mr. Bond submitted the following, which lies | 
| over one day: | 
| Resolved by the senaie and house of representatives of | 
| 
' 











the United States of America in congress assembled, That | 


riod, 
Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 


the United States ef America in congress assembled, That, 


if the banks, or a portion of them, do thus resume, it 
will be the duty of the general government, within the 


limits of its constitutional authority, to aid such banks 
in regaining public confidence, and to sustain them in 


their laudable efforts to fulfil their obligations to relieve 
the wants of the community, and to restore to the peo- 
ple a sound circulating medium. 

Mr. Petrikin (as he promised to do) objected. 

Mr. Hopkins moved to suspend the rules fur the 
purpose of now considering this resolution 

Mr. Clark asked for the yeas and nays; which 


| were ordered, and stood as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J’ 
V. Atlen, Avcrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Boul- 
din, Briggs W. B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. Camp- 


bell, W. B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, 


eo + Ohads, Clark, Coffirx: Corwin Oense > santa 
no order should be adopted by the executive of the | sor ais Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
; . “ ° ° é * ° F . | AIS c ° , ‘ res AVIeES > , 
United States which discriminates the medium in which | VUshing, Darington. Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dunn, 


| payment of debts or public dues shall be made to the 
government, and that if any such order now exists, the 
/same ought to be torthwith rescinded. 
' Mr. S. Williams offered the following, which 
lies over: 
| Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
\instracied to report a bill making it unlawful! for the 
'secretary of the treasury, or any other officer of this 
government, to continue in force or make any general | 
or special order making a distinction or diserinunation | 
in the medium or kind of currency in which the difier- 
ent branches of the revenue (either from the sales of 
the public lands or from any other source) of the Unit- 
(ed States shail be collected. 

Mr. Southgate otfered the following, which lies 
over one day: 
| Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury trans- 
mit to congress the names of all receivers, colleciors, 
and disbursers of the public money in oifice oa the Ist 
of January, 1833, who were in default to this govern- 
ment at that period, desiguating the amount of each 
| respective liabiltry. 

On motion of Mr. McKay, 

Resolved, That the cominictee on naval affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the 
law establishing the board of navy commissioners. 

Resolved further, That said committee inquire into 
the expediency of fixing by law the number of vessels; | 
and also of officers, petty officers, and seamen, to be 

/employed in time of peace. 

| On motion of Mr. C. H. Williams, 

| Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of indemnify- | 
ing the settlers in that section of the country commonly 
called the Strip, (embracing that part of the state of 
| Tennessee south of Wiachester line,) for the injury re- 
ceived by a disregard (on the part of the government) 


' 
| 


} 


| 
i 
j 
| 
| 


limits for the benefit of the Chickasaw Indians, 
trary to the provisions of said treaty. 
On motion of Mr. Jos. L. Williams, 


COU | 


quire iato the propriety of reporting a bill providing the 
rate of sanepenee tion due tosuch warriors of the Chero-; 
kee tribe o 


treaty between the United States and said tribe, con- | 


1836. 

On motion of Mr. Harlan, 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform this house whether he has collected a judgment 
rendered in favor of ihe post office department against 


ty and of the treasury, it will not be must judicious | Samuel B. Crockett and Francis P. Blair, in the tederal 
proper to make such appropriat.ons as will pre- 


court of Kentucky, and reported by him to this house 


serve the public works from injury and dilapidation | the 3d of March, 1837, of balances due to the depart- 
dlvie; and if such a course will not be judicious and | ment prior to Ist of July, 1836, in the following words 
Proper, he then inform the house whether some or all | “Suit ordered, and judgment obtained, May, 1824, for 


tte estimates for the service of the year 1333, already | $1,827 01; credited by $431 37; penalty remitted by | 


Suomitted, for fortifications, the improvement of har- | postmaster general, leaving balance as stated; applica 
rs and rivers, the establishment of light-houses, bea-| tion for relief refused by the department; December 
cons, and buoys, the construction of roads, the service | 20, 1925, fi fa, issued, <nd returned March, 1826, no 
of the Indian department, and for all other purposes, | estate found; information was sought by the depart- 
Cannot be reduced without injury to the public service;| ment relative to the parties November 30, 1835, refer- 
and ifsuch reduction can be made, that he designate red tothe district attorney December 30, 1835; also, 
What proposed appropriations may properly be reduced, | wrote to him February 13, 1837.” And if he has not 


Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, A. §. 
| White, Ik. Whittlesey, L. Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
C. H. Williams, Wise, Yorke—116. 


cluded 29:h December, 1335, and ratified 234 May, | morial: 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, J. Garland, R 
aT a, 

Garland, Goode, J. Graham, Wm. Graham, Grant- 

land, Grant, Graves, Gray, Grennell Haley, Hall. Hal- 


sted, Harlan, Harper, Hastiigs, Hawes, Henry, Herod, 
| Hoffinan, Hopkins, Ingham, J. Jackson, H. Johnson, 


Lawler, Lincoln, Lion, Mallory. Marvin, J. M. Ma- 


/son, S. Mason, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, 
| Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Morgan, C. Morris, Noyes, 


Oule, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phelps, Pope, Potts, 
Pratt, Rariden, Rando!ph, Reed. Rencher. Ridgway, 
Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shep- 
ard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, kp Southgate, 
Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, 
White, J. 


NAYS-—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, 
Cambreleng, J. Campbell, Chapman, Cleveland. Clow- 
ney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, DeGraff, 
Dromeoole, Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, 


Fry, Glascock, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Hawkins, 


Hfavnes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, W. H. Hunter, R. M. 
'T. Hunter, 'T’. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lew- 


is. Logan, Loomis, Martin, McKay, R. McClellan, A. 
McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, S. 
_W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, 


Paynter, Pennvbacker, Petrikin, Pickens, Rhett, Rich- 
ardson, Rives, Sheffer, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Towns, 
‘Turney, Vanderveer, Websier, Weeks, J. W. Wil- 
hams, J. L. Williams, Worthington, Yell—83. 

So, there not being two-thirds, the rules were 
not suspended for the purpose of cunsidering Mr. 
Hopkins’s resolution. 

Petitions and memorials on various subjects were 
presented, when Virginia was called, Mr. Wise of- 


7 - . . ° . 7 ° afte } . onl x 
of the treaty of 1818, in disposing of the lands in said fered the following: 


“ Resolved, That the committee for the District of 


Columbia inquire in the propriety of receding, under 
| proper restrictions and reservations, with the consent of 
Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs in- | the people of this District, and of the states of Mary- 


land and Virginia, the said District to the said states.” 
Mr. Pratt moved that the above resolution be 


Indians as were wounded in the service of | laid upon the table; on which motiou Mr. Wise de- 
the United States, pursuant to the 14th article of the) manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 


Mr. Wise then called for the reading of the me- 
and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. Wise stated that the legislature of Maryland 
had declared itself willing to receive the District 
if retroceded. 

Mr. Taylor inquired if the District committee had 
not been discharged from the further consideration 


of this memorial? 


Mr. Wise said, that committee had reported ad- 
versely to the desire of the memorialists. 

The question on laying the resolution on the ta- 
ble was ordered by yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 
89, nays 73. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wise gave notice that, if this proposition 
were still to be refused, he would go with the west, 
to remove the seat of government from this place 





to that section of the country. 
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Petitions from Maryland were called and pre- 
sented; at this point, Mr. Atherton, at the request 
of Mr. Thomas, moved to reconsider the vote of 
Saturday iast, granting leave of absence to Mr. 
Smith alter the Ist of May next. 

The motion was entered, and the call for peti- 
tions proceeded in regular order. 

All the states having been called, 

The house then took up several senate bills, 
which were read twice, and referred. 

At 4 o’clock the house, on motion, adjourned. 

Tuesday April 17. Mr. Campbell, of South Ca- 
rolina, stated that he had on yesterday voted froiw 
misapprehension against granting leave to Mr. Hop- 
kins, of Virginia, to offer a resolution on the subject 
of affording the support of the government to the 
banks in resuining specie payments, and, if in order, 
would move a reconsideration of that motion; not 
that he suspected the administration of any hostility 
to the banks, or any wish to impede them in bringing 
back the country to asound and healthful currency; 
but as the subject was confessedly one of great im- 
portance, he did not desire to be misunderstood in re- 
lation to it. 

The Chair said that the motion was in order, and 
would be entered on the journal, to be considered 
hereatter. 

Mr. Adams, from a select committee to whom had 
been referred a memorial on the subject of encou- 
raging a system of meteorological observations 
throughout the United States, was directed to ask the 
use of the hall, previously to the sitting of the house, 
on Wednesday and Thursday mornings, to ailord to 
professor Espey an opportunity to deliver two lec- 
tures on that subject. 

Ovjection being made to receiving the motion, 

The Chair reminded Mr; Adains that when se- 
lect committees should be called, the motion would 
be in order. 

Reports of committees were then called, when 
the following, among other reports, were received. 

Mr. Boon, trom the committee on public lands, re- 
ported, without amendment, senate bill providing for 
the reduction and graduation of the price of the pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr. Harlan, froir the same committee, reported 
against senate bill for giving effect to the 8th article 
of the treaty of 1819 with Spain. 

Mr. Yell, froin the committee on military affairs, 
reported a bill for providing for the defence of the 
western frontier. 

Mr. Ingham, from the same committee, reported 
senate bill to remunerate the captors of the privateer 
Lydia, without amendment. 

Mr. Howard, froin the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, reported against the petition of Sainuel Golds- 
bury for property captured and condemned under the 
Neapolitan government in 1807, 

Mr. Fairjield, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill to provide for surveying the northeastern | 
boundary line of the United States, according to the 
provisions of the treaty of peace of 1783. 

Mr. Sidley, from the committee on revolutionary 
pensions, reported against the petitions of sundry 
Officers and soldiers, &c. of the revolutionary war, 
praying that all pensioners who were struck from 
the pension roll under the law of 1820 may be re- 
stored to their pension. 

Mr. Fletcher, trom the committee on patents, re- 
ported “An actin addition to an act to promote the | 
encouragement of the useful arts,” accompanied by | 
a report thereon. 

Mr. Culhoun, of Massachusetts, from the select 
comuittee, reported a bill granting a bounty in land 
to such soldiers of the old fourth regiment of United 
States infantry as served during any part of the war 
with Great Britain. 

Mr. Tuylor, from the committee on invalid pen- 
sions, reported the following resolution, which was 
disagreed to by the house: 

Resolved, That this house will proceed on Friday 
next, after 12 o’clock, :o consider the bills which have 
been reported by the committee on invalid pensions, 
and those that may be reported before that ume. 

Mr. Fletcher presented the following resolution, 
which was read, and referred to the committee on 
the library: 

Resolved, the senate concurring herein, That the com- 
missioner of patents have the privilege of taking books 








'a post office? Mr. Lincoln explained; and some 





from the library of congress, for the use of his depart- 
ment, under the same rules and regulations as are pre- 
scribed to members of congress. 

Select committees being called on for reports, 

Mr. .Adums again presented the request of protes- 
sor Espey for the use of the hall. re 

The request was supported by Messrs. Whitilesey, 
Connor and Tillinghast, and opposed by Messrs. 
Pickens and Petrikin, the latter of whom demanded 
the yeas and nays upon it, but the house refused to 
order them; Ha pe discussion was briefly ended by 
Mr. McKennan’s demanding the previous question, 
when the question was agreed to: Ayes 99. 





Mr. Lincoln from the committee on the public 
buildings, and by direction of that committee, mov- 
ed that the house go into committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, and take up the bill providing 
for taking down the materials of the new treasury 
building, and applying them in the erection of a 
post oflice. He stated the urgency of the case, one 
hundred and fifty mechanics having their employ 
suspended, and it being of importance, on all ac- 
counts, that the question be settled one way or the 
other, 

Mr. Rencher, of North Carolina, objected; but, 
on the suggestion of Mr. Whittlesey, consented to 
waive his objection. Mr. Boon renewed it; where- 
upon, the question being put, the house, by a vote 
of two-thirds, (required to change the order of busi- 
ness,) assented to the motion, and went accordingly 
into committtee of the whole (Mr. Pope in the 
chair) on that bill. 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. Lincoln went into an expose of the grounds 
of the bill, giving a complete history of the present 
building, from its inception, «xonerating the late 
and present administration from all blame as to its 
location, size, or defects, and explaining the course 
of the present architect, and of the committee, in 
relation to the whole subject. 

It is impossible, at present, to present evena 
sketch of the debate, which occupied the house 
during the residue of the sitting, and terminated, 
for tbis day, without the house having arrived at 
any decision respecting the bill. 

When Mr. Lincoln had concluded, Mr. Cambre- 
leng. objecting to the probable extent of the discus- 
sion while appropriation bills were ‘dlelayed, moved 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. W. Thompson opposed the motion, and took 
occasion from the bill to go into a general attack 
upon the extravagance of the adininistration. 

Mr. Pickens made a speech in opposition to the 
bill, in which be spoke highly of Mr. Mills, and 
his reputation in South Carolina, where he had 
erected anuinber of buildings. Mr. Mercer follow- 
ed, in defence of the bill, and in reply to Messrs 
Thompson and Pickens. Mr. Boon replied to Mr. 
Thompson’s attack, and vindicated the administra- 
tion’s economy. Mr. Rencher earnestly opposed 
the bill, and remonstrated against relying on the 
opinions of interested architects from abroad, &c. 
Mr. Williams, ef North Carolina, replied to his col- 
league, and defended the bill, insisting on the abil- 
ity and disinterestedness of those who had con- 
demned the present building, which he proposed to 





replace by a plain, economical structure. Mr. Yell 
spoke warinly against the bill, inveighing against | 
the extravagance of the good-soeiety party, and | 
lauding the economy of the soup-and-bread party, | 
who, he prophesied, would erect a greater obstrue- 
tion to the prospect of the president’s house froin 
the other end of the capital than would be inter- 
posed by this treasury building. Mr. Evereit went 
into acalculation to show the vast expense to which 
a completion of the present building would pledge 
the house, and the economy of arresting the plan, 
and pulling down the present defective edifice. 
Mr. Taliaferro inquired why the present materials 
conld not be used in erecting a new treasury build- 
ing, rather than be transported toa distance to build | 





conversation ensned between those gentlemen and 
Mr. Mercer on the relative merits of sand stone and 
rranite, when, 

Mr. Noylor, having obtained the floor, moved for 
the raising of the committee. 

The motion prevailing, the committee rose ac- 
cordingly, and thereupon the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, April 18. Mr. Peck asked leave to 
present a memorial relative to the late duel between 
members of this house. 

Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, objected to its recep- 
tion at this time; and it was not received. 

Mr. Naylor asked leave tootfer a resolution (here- 
tofore presented, but objected to) making certain 
inguiries relative to this subject. 

Mr. Ingham made objection. 

Mr. Naylor moved that the rules be suspended to 
enable him to offer it; which motion was lost. 

Mr. Corwin, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported, with an amendment, senate bill to pro- 
vide for the better security of the lives of passen- 
gers on board vessels impelled in whole or in part 
by steam. 

Mr. Stanley, from the committee on invalid pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin D. 
Townes. 

Mr. Johnston, of Va., from the committee on re- 
volutionary pensions, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of Wm. Neves: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Williams, of Ky., asked leave to offer the fol- 





lowing preamble and resolutions, which were read; 


—__== 
Whereas, it was some years since declared 4, = 
people of the United Siates, by the ilhistrious Ande 
Jackson, that reform and retrenchment in ete 
ment and its expenditures were necessary: and 
as, the declaration of the late president, in rele." 
the promised reform and retrenchment of the oe 
tures of the government, was not carried out bee 
friends in congress: and whereas, instead of lec.’ hi 
the expenditures of the government, that they bine 3 
meeey and enormously increased: and Whebees been 
highly important to the people of the United States 48 
their government should be usefully administered » at 
as cheap a scale or price as is consistent with the 7 
good: Public 
Therefore, resolved, That a select committee 
members be appointed to take into consideration 
report to this house, what salaries of the officers of th d 
government may be reduced, what officers may }, i 
pensed with, and what items of expenditures in ” 
various offices or departments of this governinen: ws 
be entirely or in part dispensed with; and, for the ™ 
poses of enabling the committee to make a correct 
port whether or not the expenses of the different ex¢ ~ 
tive departments of this government have increased 
within the last ten years, and what salaries may pe 
duced, what officers may be dispensed with, and wa 
items of expenditure may be lessened: » 


Therefore, resolved, That the secretaries of state, treo. 
sury, war, navy, and the postmaster general be and 
they are respectively, required to report and communis 
cate to this house, as soon as practicable, what were the 
expenses of their respective departments, includino 
every item of expenditure in the year commencing op 
the 4th day of March, 1828, and ending on the 3d da 
of March, 1829, and so on for each successive mal 
up to the 4th day of March, 1833, placing each item of 
expenditure under its proper head. 

Objection being made from several quarters, 

Mr. W. moved a suspension of the rule, and 
asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 

Mr. McKay requested the gentleman to with. 
draw the preamble, and then he would vote for the 
resolutions. 


Mr. Williams replied that he could, on no account, 
consent todo that. Mr. Cambreleng wished to know 
if the house was again disposed to set aside all the 
public business of the nation, as it did yesterday, to 
consider this proposition. Mr. MeKuy inquired of 
the chair if the question could not be taken on the 
preamble and resolutions separately? The Chairre. 
plied that the question was not divisible, for a pro- 
position could not be divided till it was before the 
house. Mr. McKay reiterated that he would wil- 
lingly vote to suspend for the resolutions, but not for 
the preambie. Mr. Tillinghast solicited the geutle. 
tnan to withdraw one single word of the preaumble. 
Mr. Williams. Not one word, nor one letter. 

The house refused to suspend the rules—yeas 92, 





| nays 87. 


The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the resolution subinitted some time since by Mr. 
Hopkins, of Virginia, to divorce the public pres 
from the patronage of the government. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved to add the following to tle 
resolution: 


And that the said committee be also instructed toi 
quire whether the individual elected printer by this 
house, at the extra session, does now execute, and has, 
in fact, since his election, executed the public printing 
at his own establishment, with the press, types, aud 
hands employed in his own office, and subject to his 
immediate orders, directions, and control; or whether 
the public printing has not, since the period of sad 
election, been executed, and whether it is not now exe 
cuted, at the office of the political journal other than 
that of the printer to this house, and under the direc 
tions and regulations of other editors; and if so, to 1" 
quire upon what authority, and upon what terms, C0l- 
ditions, and stipulations, the public printing has beet 
transferred to individuals other than the one appointe' 
and required by this house to perform the same. Ani 
that the said committee inquire further, whether, pret 
to the final ballot, and before the close of said election 
of printer, there was not some bargain, agreement, 
understanding, express or implied, inchoate or com: 
plete, that in the event of the election of the individua 
now holding the appuintment, the public printing shou 
be executed at the office of another political journal, 
whose editors were, at the same time, also candidates 
for the appointment; and that the committee report © 
this house, specially, the nature and the terms of any 
such bargain, agreement, or understanding. 

And that the committee be also instructed to asec 
tain and state, under separate and specific heads,_ the 
various expenditures growing out of the action of the 
special committee of this house, appointed on the #4 
day of January, 1837; and in like manner the variou® 
expenditures growing out of the action of the select 
committee of this house, appointed on the 17th day ol 
January, 1837; and also the various expenditures g'0“" 
ing out uf the action of the committee on the judicia!) 
on the memorial of Richard 8. Coxe, and William + 
Brent, presented to this house on the 30th day ol Janu- 
ary, 1837; and also the expenditure incurred under the 
orders of this house of the 15th and 18th September 
last, in relation to the printing of the rules anc orders 
of the house, with Jeflerson’s manual of praeuce- 
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aid he should vote for this rg ni 
ee at the bare presentation of it show- 
or the peor Mr. Hopkias’s resolution being 
pi the He He suggested another point of inquiry to 
doP om cole, viz. how much public patronage 
Toes distributed during the last two years, and 
wag! ach of that public patronage had gone into 
" kets of the editors of the official organ. 
; “reference to the alleged bargain between the 
eae and Intelligencer offices, Mr. W. disa- 
mene any privity, though he had no doubt the par- 
te the other side (the Globe) would have made 
wesnilar bargain, if such existed, if they could have 
done 8O- r she ° : h ° 
4 message in writing was received from the presi- 
‘tof the United States, by the hands of his pri_ 
” secretary, A. Van Buren, esq. transmitting a 
oe mass of documents and correspondence in re- 
wl to the delay in the sailing of the exploring ex- 
“4 Tagham, moved to refer them to the commit- 
tee on naval alfairs. Ile would not move their print- 
ing at present, for the documents were very voluini- 
nous, and the committee would report at an early 
day what ought tobe printed. Mr. Naylor moved 
the printing of the whole. Mr. Mason of Ohio un- 
derstood that a vast ainount of the correspondence 
had been already printed. Mr. Ingham confirined 
that statement, and added that a great number of the 
other documents had also been printed. Mr. Mallory 
assented to Mr. Inghaim’s motion. Mr. Naylor 
modified his motion, by excepting what had been 


Mr. Wise s 























































Bell protested against this practice of allowing gen- 
tlemen to vote by a mere suspension of the rules, 
instead of by unanimous consent—a practice which 
had grown up within the last two or three years, 
and was not known previously in the ten years of 
which he had been a member. He raised the point 
as one of order. The Chair decided the practice to 
be in order. Mr. Bell took an appeal, and the house | 
affirmed the decision of the chair.—ayes 97, noes 
56. Mr. Mercer then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the house had suspended the rule 
to allow Mr. Elmore, to vote; but the motion was 
rejected—ayes 74, noes 89. The vote on the en- 


lows—yeas 96, nays 99. So the bill was rejected. 
Mr. Everett then moved a reconsideration of the 
last vote. 
Mr. Dromgoole inquired if a motion to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table weuld be in order? 
The Chair replied that it would, but not pending 
the motion for a call of the house The call was 
then ordered, and proceeded in for some time; and 
203 members having answered to their names, Mr. 
Petriken moved that all further proceedings in the 
call be dispensed with; which was agreed to—ayes 
96. noes 71. Mr. Dromgoole then moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. Mr. Briggs cal- 
led for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 85, nays 112. So the motion to lay on 
the table was decided in the negative, and the ques- 
tion recurring upon reconsidering the vote by which 








already printed. Mr. Wise Was af a loss to see the 
necessity of referring the subject to the committee 
on naval affairs, for the time had gone by when the 
information weuld be of service. It was locking the 
stable door after the horse was stolen. 
of Mr. Naylor to print was rejected. 
Mr. Wise then moved to instruct the committee to 
inquire into, and report the causes, of the failure of 
the exploring expedition. Mr. Ingham accepted this 
‘amendinent; and, so modified, his motion to commit 
was agreed to. 
f The Speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting 
certain customn-house returns. 
On motion of Mr. Cushman, laid on the table. 
Also, a communication from the postinaster gen- 


F eral containing statements of the postages received 


on pail and unpaid letters sent by express inail, from 
sand to the cities of New York, Philadelphia, New 
Orleans, and Mobile. 
| On motion of Mr. Johnson, of La. laid on the 
E table. 


The business then in order was “the bill making | 
; appropriations for the continuation of the Cnmber- | 


/ laid road ia the states of Ohio, Indiana, and LIlli- 
B hots,” 

The question was on concurring with the commit- 

_ tee of the whole on the ainendinent making an ap- 

| propriation for guard fences east of the Ohio, and 

the improvement of the Laurel Hill descent, and 


) that pending was the motion of Mr. Underwood to} 


recominit the bill to the committee of ways and 
meaus, with instructions to report in leu thereof a 
bill to cede said road to the states respectively, 
throush which it passes. 
Mr Underwood expressed a wish to postpone the 
ill, on the ground of getting a response to a eall for 
certain information respecting it. Mr. Mason of 
Ohio warinly opposed the suggestion as an indirect 
) node of killing the bill. There could be nothing 
Wanting in the way of information. Mr. Unde - 
| “od wanted some information as to the cost per 
mile up to thistime. Mr. Mason inforined the gen- 
tleman that he would find that information in a docu- 
nent printed at the first session of the last congress. 
“Lr. Boon also insisted that the motion to postpone 
the bill for further information was only another 
F node of killing the bill, and witha view to test the 
! bg of the house, he demanded the previous ques- 
lon, 

On taking the second, by tellers, there was a tie, 
aves 64, noes 64, but the speaker voting in the af- 
ative, it prevailed—ayes 65, noes 64, and the 
Hain question was ordered without a division. 

'. Montgomery asked for the yeas and nays 
“€reon; which were ordered. Mr. Wise moved a 
Call of the house. Mr. Briggs remarked that the 
motion was not in or.Jler at that stage, and the Chair 
‘ruled. The question was then taken: but, before 
the vote was announced, 

. es Elmore appeared in his place, and asked leave 
7 ecord his vote, stating that he was in attendance 
. 4 select committee, by leave of the house, when 
'¢ vote was taken. Objection being made, Mr. 
ema a suspension of the rule; which was 
eal to—113 to43. Mr. Elmore’s name was then 
‘ed; and that gentleman having responded, Mr. 
“rose and inquired if the gentleman’s vote varied 


The motion | 








; "Vote of the house? The Chair could not answer 








the bill was rejected, Mr. Rencher asked for the 
-yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 
|yeas 110, nays 87. So the house determined to 
_reconsider the vote. Mr. McKennan then moved 
‘the previous question on the engrossment of the 
| bill, but the house refused to second it—yeas 70, 
inays 79. Mr. Haynes briefly opposed the bill. The 
debate was further continued by Messrs. C. H. Wil- 
liams, of Tennessee, and Graves, of Kentucky, in 
| opposition to the bill, and by Mr. Southgate, in its 
'support. Mr. Underwood then renewed his motion 
| to recommit the bill te the committee of ways and 
| means, with instructions to report a bill surrender- 
| ing the road to the respective states through which 
it passed; and, having spoke a short time in sup- 
| port of his motion, and in opposition to the bill, 
On his motion, 

The house adjourned. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
In senate, April 19. The Vice President present- 


ety a en 


grossment of the bill was then announced as fol- | 


Mr. Briggs moved a call of the house. | 
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the question, as the vote had been cast up. Mr.: Mr. Gruadysaid he had not moved the postpone- 


ment of the resolution with any reference to that 
measure. 

Mr. Preston resumed: The subject, he said, na- 
turally forced itself on their consideration; and if 
congress were not to act further on the finances, 
was tnere the slightest reason why they might not 
be ready to adjourn by the time specified? But if 
other measures on the finances were to be proposed 
and acted upon, Mr. P. would be very glad to be 
informed, and, if such were the fact, he would be 
willing to accede to any time that might be requir- 
ed. Congress had now been more than four 
mouths in session, and no measure of relief for the 
country or for the government had been provided, 
and they had the right to complain that they were 
not informed whether any thing further was likely 
to be proposed. If there was to be any thing, 
they ought to be informed, and, if not, they ought 
to adjourn; and whether there was or not, ought 
not to be determined by any talk or rumor out of 
doors, but by express actiun in one or the other 
body. ‘The sub-treasury bill, it was well known, 
was dead and buried. If there were to be any new 
schemes or projects offered, Mr. P. was ready for 
them, and would like to see them. 

Mr. Wraght said he had contented himself yes- 
terday with a silent vote to lay the resolution on the 
table, and he would not now enter into any political 
considerations connected with the subject; but he 
would notice some very important measures on 
which the senate had acted and had sent to the 
other house, who had not yet acted upon the:in them. 
Of these he enumerated the bill in reference to the 
currency, on which the senate had consumed two 
months, the bill to increase the army, the bill grant- 
ing pre-emption to settlers on the public lauds, the 
bill graduating and reducing the price of the public 
lands. In regard to the treasury bill being dead 
and buried, that might be the opinion of the ma- 
‘jority of the two houses; but Mr. W. did not think 
so. That measure, in any shape, had occupied the 
attention of the house only two weeks; and, sup- 
posing a majority of the house were opposed to the 
views of the executive, were they consequently 
opposed to act at all on the subject? If they were 
not, they would want time for action; and Mr. W. 
hoped and believed that they would feel it their im- 
perative duty to act om the subject, and that they 
would act. No provision bad been made for the 
southern Indian war in either house, and it was ex- 
pected that there would be a debate for weeks in 
the other house on that subject alone. 














ed a communication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, in pursuance of a senate resolution of the 8th 
instant with copies of three reports from the presi. 
dent of the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, 
made at the commencement of the months of Febru- 
ary, March, and April, respectively. Laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed 

After the presentation of a number of memorials, 
' &c., the joint resolution for the adjournment of con- 
rress on the first Monday in June, coming up onits 
third reading— 

Mr. Grundy said he thought the senate were act 
ing too hastily on this subject. Perbaps there had 
been no period of the government when more im- 
portant business was before congress than at this 
time; and if this resolution should be passed, the 
subject would then be beyond the control of con- 
gress. The better way, he thought, was, not to de- 





done; but when the main part of the business should 


to decide. He would. therefore, move that the sub- 
ject be postponed till Monday next. 

Mr Preston boped the consideration of the reso- 
lution would not be postponed. It seemed desir- 


undoubtedly be ready to adjourn on the day speci- 


should intimate to the other house the state of bn- 
siness here. 
entered into, might require more time: but it would, 
in that case, be competent in congress to alter the 
time. Early in the session the senate had acted on 
its most important business, and after their great 
financial measure had been perfected by the senate 
according to their wishes, they had sent it to the 
other house, and it was well known that the house 
had rejected it. Congress had met at the extra 
session for the express purpose of regulating the 
finances. At that session, and at this, the senate 
and the house had both acted on the subject, and it 
was not known that any further action was now 
proposed in either house; and Mr. P. did not know 
that it was the duty of the senate to wait the action 


cide the question at this early day, because they 
could nut now tell when the business would be 


have been completed, they would know better how 


fied in the resolution; and it was desirable that they 


Mr. Calhoun said that when he voted yesterday 
| for the resolution, he did it on the ground that there 
/would be ample time for the senate to finish its 
business. Butif it were regarded as a measure to 
prevent action in the other house on the subject of 
the treasury bill, because it was considered dead, 
Mr. C. would not vote for it. He did not consider 
that as dead: but he believed that the other house 
| would feel it an imperious duty to act on that mea- 
(sure, yeaor nay; and if this resolution was to take 
from the other house the responsibility of doing so, 
'Mr. C. would not vote for it, but move to lay 
iton the table. He thought there would be no such 
other calamity as for congress to rise without action 
(on that great question. 

| Mr. King took asimilar view of the subject, and 
‘said that from the remarks of Mr. Preston he was 
induced to regard the resolution in a new aspect; 
and if it was likely to give the other house an op- 
portunity to evade the financial question, without 
acting upon it definitely, Mr. K. would vote against 
his own resolution, 

Mr. Hubbard also spoke, briefly, in favor of delay, 
and of keeping the resolution still before the senate, 
so that when the proper time should come they 
might take it up, and pass it as it was, or modified 





| 


able that the resolution should be passed in order to | according to circumstances. 
hasten the progress of the business in congress; and 
looking at the business of the senate, they would 


Mr. Preston wholly disavowed any such design as 
had been intimated. His whole object was to put 
the subject in the possession of the other house, so 
that they might adopt the resolution or modify it to 
suit themselves; and he was surprised that the sena- 


The whole business of the country, if| tor from Alabama should now reject his own off- 





of the house on this important matter. 





spring because Mr. P. had patted in on the head, 
and said that notwithstanding its paternity it was a 
clever child. Mr. P. had often felt his own weak- 
ness, when he addressed the senate, and saw that he 
was unable to inake any impression on gentlemen of 
the opposite side; but now, by advocating a mea- 
sure, agreeable to them, he had rendered his remarks 
effective, and had turned the friends of the resolution 
directly against it. But the purpose of enabling the 
minority to worry out the majority in the other 
house was not in Mr. P.’s mind, and, if it had been, 
he would have been acting against himself, for the 
wajority in the other house were his political friends 
on this question. He insisted, further, that the sub- 
treasury was dead, and no human power could cail it 
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frouine tomb, where it had lain more than four! Me. Mverett inquired of Mr. Cambreleug- when it, residue will be here by the packets ; RGin. 
Lys vas 'ii3s purpose to-eality the bill making appro-, £100,000 by each : 


week, by the tollowing vote: 
Y&EAS—Mossrs. Aden, Banton, Brown, Calhoun, 


Ciay, of Alabana, Cathbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- | 


bard, Kisg, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, Nijes, Norvell, 
Roane, Robdiasun, S aith, of Connecticut, Tipton, 
Trotter, Waiker, Wall, Williains, Wright, Young 


De 


— -). 

NAYS—Mossrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden. Davis, Lampkin, 
MeKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
S.nith, of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Wuite--16. 

Oa motior of Mv. Wal, the senate proceeded 
again to consider the bill to prohibit the issuing anc 
circulation of the notes of the late United States 
Bank. 

Mr. Niles moved to molify the bill so as to make 
the thae of confiaement in the penitentiary fro:n one 
to five years, instead of from five to ten. Mr. Cul- 
houn inoved to strike out the whole penitentiary 
provision. Mr. Grundy, after a remark or two, un- 
derstool to be unfavorable to this motion, said he 
felt no particular interest anout it. Mr. Sith, of 
Connecticut, and Mr. Niles spoke briefly, but 
stronzly, iv favor of retaining the penitentiary pe- 
nalty, Mr. S. urging that a fine of $10,000 would 
amount to nothing in a case in which the profits 
were hundreds of thousands. 

Mr. Niles and Mr. Calhoun temporarily withdrew 
their amendments, with a view to give way to the 
general debate, 

Mr, Wall then spoke at some length in favor of 
the bill, and in vindication of the constitutional pow- 
er of congress to pass it. 

Mr. Niles’ proposition to make the penitentiary 
term froin one to five years, was again offered by 
hin, and agreed to. 

After a brief explanatory conversation by Messrs. 
Crittenden, Wall, Grundy, and Ruggles, 

The bill was modified so as to confine the penalty 
more explicitly to direc'ors, trustees, agents, and 
other officers, and the agents of the trustees of the 
late bank of the United States, as before designed to 
be provided for in the bill. 

The bill was further discussed by Messrs. Pres- 
ton, Prentiss, Smith, of Connecticut, Wall and Niles; 
and on arequest of Mr. Rives for farther time to 
consider the subject before taking the vote, 

The senate held an executive session, and then 
adjourned, 

In the house, Thursday, April 19. After a number 
of reports, chiefly on private claims, had been re- 


ceived, the house passed to the unfinished business, 


of yesterday morning, being Mr. Hopkias’ resolu- 
tion tor divorcing the government from the public 
press. 

Mr. Wise rose and said, that since the publication 
in the papers of the amendment yesterday moved 
by his colleagne, (Mr. Droingoole,) to the amend- 


ment of his other colleague, (Mr. Hopkins,) he per- | | ae Fs 
} 'Mr. Cushing, of Massachusetts, went into an ex-|$0n, they were launched into eternity. a 
/mense concourse of people were present, by wid! 


ceived, what he did not know yesterday, that it re- 
ferred to the expenses of the two investigating co:n- 
mittees which had been instituted at the last session. 
He then proceeded to comment at considerable 
length on this point in the amendment, vindicating 
the appointment of those committees, inviting in- 
vestication as to their expense, and insisting that the 
good they had effected overbalanced, by far, what 
they had cost the country. 


Th resolution was now postponed to Monday 


priaiions for the Seminole war... Mr. Cimdreleag 
replied that as soon as the house slioull have dispos- 
-ed of the bill for the issue of treasury notes, he 
should call up the Se:ninole bill. Mr. Evereté then 
asked leave to move that the resolution oifered by 
hin on Siturday last, calling for information as to 
the ainount of arrears due on that war, and an esti- 
mate of its probable expenses up to the Ist of Jrne 
nxt. Mr. Cushman objected; whereupon, Mr. 
Everett inoved a suspension of the rules for that pur- 
pose, and demanded the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

The yeas and nays were taken accordingly, and 
resulted as follows: 

Y#AS—Messrs. Alams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Be!l, Bond, Borden, Brigss, Bynum, 
W. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Canbreleag, W. B. 
Campbell, Joha Camp e'l, W. B. Carter, Chambers, 
Cheatha n, Clowney, Coin, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cashing, Durlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, De 
Graff, Daan, Everett, Ewing, R. Fleteher, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Glascock, James Graham, Wim. Gra- 
ham, Graves, Griffi1, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, H1:- 
tags, Hawes, Haynes. Henry, Herod, Howard, R. M. 


Lyon, Mulory, Marvin, S Misoa, Maury, Miy, Max- 
well, M-Keanan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary 
Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noyes, Ovle, Patterson, 
Pearce, Peck, Pope, Por's, Rando'ph, Reed, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, A. H. Snhep- 
perd, Saiells, Sibly, Sivder, Southgate, S-aaly, Stone, 
S:rattoa, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 'Toland, Uader wood, 
A.S. White, John White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, 
we rear ae J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Yorke 
NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell. Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Broadhead, Bronson, 
Casey, Chapman, Coles Connor, Craig, Crary, Cush- 
man, Dromzovle, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, 
Gray, Haley, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkias, Thomas B. 
Jackson, J. Jackson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Kiingensmith, Lawler, Leadbetter, Logan, J. M. Ma- 
son, Martin, R. M. McClellan, A. McClellan, Mont- 
eomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Noble, Owens, 
Palmer, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Pickens, Prentiss, Rhett, Richardson, Sawyer, 
Saeffer, C. Shepard, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Titus, 
Towns, Turney, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, J. W. 
Williams, Worthington, Yeli—70. 
| There not beins two-thirds ia the affirmative, the 
'motion to suspend the rules was lost, and Mr. 
| Everettt’s call for information was not allowed to 
| be moved. 
| Mr. Lincoln moved that the house go into com- 
|mittee of the whole on the bill respecting the new 
treasury building; but the motion was objected to, 





purpose. So the notion was rejected. 


of yesterday, and resuined the consideration of the 
Cuinberland road bill. 

Mr. Underwood, who had the floorat the adjourn- 
ment, resumed and concluded his speech against the 
bill, and in favor of his amendinent to recoimmit. 


T. Hanter, Inghin, Jabez Jacks a, Lincoln, Loomis, | 


and the house refused to suspend the rules for the | 


r py ; | 
| The house then passed to the unfinished business | 





| 





| 


| 
| 


{ 


Mr. Dronzoole replied; disclaimed all intention to | 


reflect on those coimittees, or their appointment; 
but said that his amendment was mainly directed to 


the additional expense occasioned by the exercise of | 
the power of sending for persons and papers. He, ‘ 
then went into an explanation and defence of the| Proceeding were 94. But, before the noes were 


several iteins in his amendment. 


tended argument in reply, and in defence of the 
bill. Mr. Raeit. of South Carolina, spoke with great 
ardor in opposition to the measure, and was fol- 
lowed by Mr. Culhooa, of Kentucky, as decidedly | 
in its favor. Mr. Clowney obtained the floor, but 
vielded it, fur the purpose of an explanation, to Mr. | 
Underwool, who was proceeding to answer his col- | 
league, (Mr. Calhoon,) when, alluding to an amend- | 
inent proposed by himself to the constitution, and 
glancing at the subject of slavery— | 

He was arrested by the chair. He asked leave to | 
proceed; but the chair still insisting on the rule of| 
order, he appealed to the house. The ayes for his | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


counted, the chair also appealed to the house to | 


} . . 2 : 
Mr. Garland, of Virginia, obtained the floor, and! Support its rules. Some contusion arose, when, 


then the morning hour expired. 

A communication was received from the acting 
secretary of war, enclosing a report from the com- 
missioner of Indian affairs. in answer to a resolu- 
tion of the house of the 26th ultimo, relative to the 
destruction of property of the late gen. Nathaniel 
Taylor, by the Cherokee Indians. 





| 
On motion of Mr. Clowney, the house adjourned. | 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
From Mexico. The New Orleans Transcript of | 
the 11th inst. says: 


“Two French brigs of war visited Matamoras on | 
the 24th ult. and sent a deputation up to the town to | 


Also, a comnnnication froin the acting secretary | assure the French citizens of the protection of their 


of war, enclosing the memorial of inhabitants of| 
Knightstown, in the state of Indiana, praying con- | should not comply satisfactorily, by the 25th instant,| ed his defence chiefly on the assertion that 


} 


government, and that if the Mexican government | 


Pie whole amount of specie receiys, 
York, in the last few days, is estimated at hotel 
inillions of dollars, viz: 303,822 sovere; 2 
dollars, and 2,896,923 tranes 

it is stated that this large sum is sent 
York with a view to aid the banks ia 
American adds: 

“It is estiinated, by those who have good’, 
Knowing, that ten mi lions of dollars will ba jy, 
before June Ist, and that, without reducine 
amount of bullion in the Bank of England belo. th 
million pounds sterling—as the tendency of ool: 
constant froin the continent to England.” 


From the New York Express, 


A notice was pnt up in front of Prime, w 
King’s office this morning, that arrangements | 
been made by the Bink of England and Bann 
Brothers & co., through the azency of Messrs. Py. 
and their partner. Mr. James G. King, now jy Py 
don, to import one million of pounds sterling jy, ¢, 
cie, to enable our banks to resume specie payne), 
of this sum, 500,000 dollars have arrived since 841, 
day. The notice has excited quite a sensation in the 
street. Enquiries are now made how this has bees 
obtained; what banks are particularly interested: and 
how have funds been placed in London to ni 
all these points ars important, if the specie 
really going into the vaults of the banks to enabj 
them to resume. 

The New York Gazette states that it is surmise; 
that the object of the Bink of England in sending this 
large remittance of specie to this country, is for th. 
parpose of establishing an agency in New York, x 
an offset to that of the United States Bank in Lop. 
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_don, and of which the Bank of England is particular; 


jealous. 

In New York on Friday 13th inst., Philadelphia 
bank notes were selling at five per cent. discon, 
Bills on Baltimore six per cent. discount; on Missi. 
sippi thirty-five; on Alabama, twenty-five. 

Sales of the New Yark stock exchange, April 17. 


50 shares U. S. Bank, s 30 days, 113 
300) do do 1l4all4 1-2 
225 do Amer. Trust co. Balto. 95 1-226 

25 do do s 30 days, 96 


April 18. 
330 shares U.S. Bank, 115a115 1-2 
25 do do s 30 days, 1143-4 
25 do Amer. Trust Balto. 95 3-4 
Specie. American gold, &c. 3-4al_ per cent. pr 
mium, Sales of 100 patriot doubloons at $15 6i 
each. 

Treasury notes. 3-8a1-8 per cent. discount. 

Cinada. We learn froin the ‘Toronto Colonist 0 
the 12th inst. that on that day at 8 o’clock, A. i 
| Samuel Lount and Peter Matthews were execute! 
in pursuance of their sentence, for high treason.- 
They walked with a firm step to the scatiold, aul 
after an impressive prayer by the Rev. Mr. Richart 
An itt 


the greatest order was observed. The square li 
rear of the goal, on which the scaffold was ereclé, 
was surrounded by the volunteer corps of provineil 
militia, now stationed in Toronto. 

A correspondent of the Albany Evening Jour! 
says, that petitions had been sént to gov. Arthur lit 
merey, oreven an extension, signed by some three 
thousand citizens of Toronto and its vicinity; \ 
executive council had been called together, 
naught availed to stay execution. The bodies, 110" 
withstanding the earnest application of their \\'* 
and friends, were delivered up for dissection. The 
affair is said to have created much excilemelt 


It is slated that Theller, Montgomery, Auilet 
son, and G. F. Warden are to be executed 00 "™ 
24th inst. re 

Sentence of death was pronounced af Ham" 
in the Gore district, upon Horatio Hill, Step" 
Smith, Charles P. Waldrath, Ephraim Cook. Jom 
Trufford, Nathan Town, and Peter Malcolin—-” 
of execution the 20th instant. | 

Also, upon William Webb and John Hamm! 
execution to take place on the 22d instant. 


7 nde 
The Toronto Guardian states that Theller four 
ne a3 


gress to provide for the construction of a bridge | with requisitions already made,the ports of the repub- | an American citizen, which was overruled 0 y 


across Blue river, at that place, with the report of 
the chief engineer thereon; which memorial was re 
ferred to this department on the 17th of February 
last. 

Also, a communication from the sccretary of the 
treasury, trans-nitting a portion of the infor:mation | 
called for by the house on the 9th of April instant, 
in relation to the amount of revenue received in 
each state in the year 1836, and the amount expend- 
ed during the same year. 





lic will be blockaded. One thousand of the Mexican 
troops, under Canalizo, were about to leave the place, | 
—< destination unknown. | 
Specie by wholesale. We learn that arrangements | 
have been made by the Bank of England, in connec- | 
tion with Messrs. Baring, Brothers & co., and Mr. | 
James G. King, of this city, to sen! out to the ad- | 
dress of Messrs. Prime, Ward & King, one million | 
sterling in specie. Two hun lred_ thousand pounds 
have arrived by the Sheridan and Columbus, and the 


ground that he was born a British subject, and co” 
not divest himself of his allegiance. 

The same paper says that the case of 
remained undecided on the 11th; an 
doubt of the rumors put forth about his ext'° 
nary disclosures. the 

In passing sentence upon Peter Malcolm, hi 
court informed him that for reasons assigne' “ 
case would be favorably represented to the ¢ 
tive. 
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